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by Gerry McCartney

THE TRADES Union Congress (TUC)
has just passed a Unite motion at their recent
conference in Brighton to support a policy of
a Universal Basic Income (UBI), otherwise
known as a Citizens’ Income. This is a policy
the SSP adopted several years ago, but one
which we have not yet made waves about. 

So what is a Citizens’ Income? Simply put,
it is an income that all people in society get
without any means testing or conditionality. 

It is different from most social security
benefits in that it cannot be withdrawn or
sanctioned, and it is paid in addition to any
money received from other sources (includ-
ing wages). In most forms of the policy the
income for children is set at a lower rate and
is paid to the mother or main caregiver. Be-
cause it sets out to guarantee the necessary
income for all people in society, it usually
replaces all or most other benefits (the oc-
casional exceptions are some specific dis-
ability benefits where there are high costs
that have to be met as a result of disability). 

The key argument for a Citizens’ Income
is that, depending on the level at which it is
set, it can eradicate poverty at a stroke. To
achieve this outcome it would need to be
funded at a high level and would require
higher levels of progressive taxation.

However, the additional income received
by those on high incomes as a results of the
citizens’ income would have much of that
taxed back and there would be substantial
savings on the administration of the social se-
curity system which would be substantially
simpler. Of course the largest savings would
result from a massive reduction in all of the
health and social problems caused by poverty. 

End the stigma of benefits
There are other benefits from a Citizens’

Income. The stigma and discrimination ex-
perienced by people on benefits would be
eradicated. Instead, the Citizens’ Income
would become a part of being a citizen, a
right, an expectation of living here—much
in the same way as the NHS has become. 

Unlike the current welfare system it could
not be seen as a payment for the poor or un-
worthy—people could not be ‘othered’ in a
system where everyone received the pay-

ment. It would, in short, be something that
the whole of society would want to defend. 

The Citizens’ Income would provide a
means for people to retrain and enter edu-
cation without fear of poverty; it would
allow artists, homemakers, carers and peo-
ple with disabilities to be equally valued
and given a secure income. It would even
help people setting up businesses by allow-
ing greater risk taking with innovative ideas
that might otherwise by too much of a gam-
ble, thereby helping the economy. It would
also provide for strike pay for everyone—a
game changer for worker power in disputes. 

There have been some objections to the
policy—not least when the former leader of
the Green Party was unable to explain the
policy clearly after the Institute for Fiscal
Studies suggested that it would result in
some people becoming poorer as a result. 

The key to this is dependent on the level
of Citizens’ Income, and most of the mod-
elling of this done to date has modelled rel-
atively low income levels rather than one
which would lift people out of poverty.

Bearing in mind that the relative poverty
threshold would itself increase as Citizens’
Income was introduced because it would

move so many people’s incomes up at the
lower end of the income distribution. 

A further objection has involved the con-
flation of Citizens’ Income with Universal
Credit. However, these are completely dif-
ferent things—Universal Credit is not actu-
ally a universal benefit and nor will it be set
at a consistent level across the population
(and certainly not a high level). 

Others have suggested that the policy is
utopian or impossible to fund. It is certainly
an ambitious policy, but to argue for it at a
lower level would be dangerous because it
could result in people’s incomes declining
as it replaces other benefits. As a result, the
case has to be made for it at a poverty erad-
icating level and therefore on the same
basis as the case is made for the NHS or
state pensions. 

Yes, it is expensive, but it is worth it. It cer-
tainty isn’t infeasible however—at a level of
around £9,000 per year would there would not
be a need for much change in taxation rates. 

This is an emancipatory policy which
would eradicate poverty and benefit-related
stigma at a stroke. Yes, there is work to be
done to work out the details, but is that not
something worth fighting for?

Is it time to campaign
for a Citizens’ Income?

MAKE POVERTY
HISTORY: a Citizens’
Income, or Basic Income,
can eradicate poverty at a
stroke. To achieve this, it
would need to be funded
at a high level and would
require higher levels of
progressive taxation
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by Ken Ferguson

FIRST MINISTER Stur-
geon’s confirmation—amidst
cheers from SNP conference
delegates—of a draft Bill on
Indyref 2 both ups the ante
while buying time on the issue. 
While there is genuine de-

bate in the broad Yes move-
ment on the timing of a second
referendum, some of the signs
coming out of the SNP confer-
ence will raise concerns
among campaigners. 
What for example will non-

SNP Yes supporters make of
the newly minted “moderate”
SNP deputy Angus Robert-
son’s call to put aside “ideol-
ogy” on the drive to convince
No voters to switch? 
Will Greens be expected to

park pro-environmental poli-
cies or socialists there criti-
cisms of a deeply unequal
society spawned by 30 years
of neoliberal economics? 
Ideology is not a term of

abuse but the basis on which
political activists from left to
right understand the society
the live in and come to conclu-
sions that form policies to deal
with the issues they face. 

Diverse movement
In 2014 it was the very di-

versity of the Yes movement
which saw nationalists work
with greens, socialists, single
issue campaigners and key
non-party groups such as
Women for Independence and
Radical Independence, which
was instrumental in boosting
support for a Yes vote from
around 28 per cent to the
eventual 45 per cent won on
18 September two years ago. 
Recreating such a diverse

movement for a new cam-
paign is already complicated
by the fact that huge swathes
of Yes supporters joined the
SNP transforming much of
that campaign from a broad

social movement to a party po-
litical one. 
Of course this has scored

considerable gains in terms of
wiping out Scottish Labour
from Westminster and return-
ing a further SNP Holyrood
government last May. 
However, it has also rein-

forced the identification of inde-
pendence as the possession of
the SNP and increasingly runs
the risk of tying the fortunes of
the Yes movement to those of
the SNP government. 
Such a situation is fraught

with danger for the task of win-
ning a second referendum and
in turn places a heavy respon-
sibility on all to ensure that all
pro Yes voices play there full
part in shaping what has to be
a renewed, broad pluralist
campaign to win. 
In this context, the remarks

by John Swinney at an SNP
conference fringe meeting that
he would favour basing the
currency options for an inde-
pendent Scotland being a re-
peat of the 2014 option of
using the pound sterling must
ring loud alarm bells. 
At least this option, widely

seen as a negative factor in
2014, must surely be tested in
debate in the wider Yes move-

ment and alternatives dis-
cussed. 
Nor can it just be taken as

granted that the campaign can
centre on a Scottish Govern-
ment White Paper as in 2014,
a paper now widely criticised
as unambitious and painting a
safety-first “UK lite” vision.
Again diversity of ideas and vi-
sions on what independence
can achieve can only
strengthen the offer. 
But at the heart of the

dilemma on how to win is
this—where exactly does the
option of independence fit into
the complex post-Brexit poli-
tics of Scotland? 
The reality is that the leave

vote was not factored in to
SNP plans at the May polls
and the period since has seen
the Scottish Government
place heavy priority on re-
maining in the EU and its sin-
gle market with many frankly
fanciful statements of how
Scotland might stay in the EU
and the UK. 
As the Westminster Tories

led by the unelected Prime
Minister May veers right and
stress “Britishness” it is in-
creasingly clear that such an
option will be very hard to de-
liver. 

Yet the announcement by
Nicola Sturgeon of consulta-
tion—which will last a year—
on a second independence
referendum which was a real
crowd pleaser at her confer-
ence—is placed firmly in the
context of a weapon in the
Brexit battle not as a central
objective necessary for a re-
newed, just Scotland. 
Leaving aside the fact that

polls show that the EU issue is
not one that moves people
from No to Yes in great num-
bers, and that 38 per cent of
2014 Yes voters voted leave,
the real danger in this ap-
proach is that it reduces inde-
pendence to a tactic in a wider
Westminster war. 
The reality of this was un-

derlined by the line feeding
after the SNP conference from
SNP ‘insiders” that the aim
was to project the First Minis-
ter as the main UK anti-hard
Brexit figure, going all out to
defend the EU single market. 

Real danger
This is reminiscent of the

much hyped but stillborn UK
‘progressive alliance’ which
blazed meteor-like across the
UK general election sky, only
to disappear without trace.
The real danger is that the To-
ries and the Westminster ma-
chine can play that same
game while the wider case for
independence goes unmade. 
Independence is not a tap to

be turned off and on as Brexit
demands but a demand open-
ing the way to a more demo-
cratic, socially-just sustainable
Scotland. 
Defenders of renewed Tri-

dent missiles assure us that
they are simply a “deterrent”
that is so awesome that it will
never be used. The broad Yes
movement has to guard
against the danger that the de-
mand for independence is not
seen in the same light.

Indyref can’t be Nicola’s Trident

A PATH FRAUGHT WITH
DANGER: the shift from
Yes’s broad campaign to
the SNP’s party political
one has reinforced the
identification of
independence as the
possession of the SNP
and increasingly runs the
risk of tying the fortunes
of the Yes movement to
those of the SNP
government
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by Paul Holleran, 
Scottish Organiser NUJ

ONE OF the most politically
charged industrial conflicts of the
Thatcher era is being remem-
bered in an impressive exhibition
in Glasgow this month. The
News International dispute which
lasted a year from 1986-87 was a
vastly important battle for the To-
ries and media bosses and along
with the miners strike was instru-
mental in seriously damaging
trades union power in the UK. 
In a 12 month period which

witnessed mass picketing by the
print unions and their support-
ers and opposed brutally by the
Metropolitan Police using riot
tactics, Rupert Murdoch’s titles
never lost an edition. 
However the ensuing damage

done to the finances and organ-
isation of the print unions can
not be understated and the
power of NATSOPA, SOGAT
and NGA in Fleet Street and
other print centres waned dra-
matically even though they be-
latedly came together via
mergers as the GPMU in an at-
tempt to protect hard fought
terms and conditions. 

Industrial ‘war’
They never really recovered

their influence and power and
eventually joined UNITE and
the exhibition is currently run-
ning at UNITE the Union offices
in John Smith House 145-165
West Regent Street, Glasgow. 
It was seen as a war by many

in the trade unions and particu-
larly the media industry. 
A major battle against the

dark forces of Thatcherite allies
attempting to destroy the organ-
ised working class. 
A trap had been set as the

unions refused to accept wide-
spread changes to long estab-
lished working practices and

negotiations had hit the wall. It
may appear obvious to some but
with hindsight the unions should
have come together in a more
co-ordinated negotiating format
and developed a joint strategy
for handling the Murdoch plan. 
This wasn’t the start of the war

and some of the Scottish union
activists and leaders argued for
different tactics, particularly as
the signs were on the wall with
the Eddie Shah-Stockport Mes-
senger dispute highlighting the
British state support for print
bosses determined to break the
very effective closed shop. 
Six NGA strikers had been

sacked in 1983 and the union
called strikes across the news-
paper group hitting it’s plants in
Bury and Warrington. Along
with coach loads of Scottish
media workers over two nights
I went down for a mass picket
at Warrington and we saw the
Special Patrol Group in action. 
We had been told by our

lawyers that the first night had
seen brutal attacks on the front-
line picketers, most of whom
were nurses from the Mersey-
side and Manchester areas turn-
ing out in solidarity. 
Hundreds of us were beaten

and arrested during an attack by

unmarked police officers who
baton charged right through the
line of ordinary police officers
who had been brought in from
Liverpool for the night. 
Our union banner smashed

and ripped as we were dragged
through fingerprinted, pho-
tographed and charged in a mo-
bile cabin prepared for the night. 
The signs were there to be

learned from but they were re-
peated on a massive scale in
Wapping after Murdoch sacked
nearly 6000 newspaper workers
who had voted to go on strike.
The pickets were set up in Wap-
ping with up to 5000 demon-
strators on the streets trying to
prevent distribution of the Sun,
Times and News of the World. 
News International had also

set up a satellite printing plant in
Kinning Park in Glasgow’s south
side. No printers were recruited
as the joint unions were solid but
that was completely undermined
by the recruitment of scab elec-
tricians through the auspices of
certain EEPTU officials who op-
erated out of a number of Labour
Clubs in Lanarkshire. 
We blocked the streets in

Kinning Park and picketed reg-
ularly with mass rallies outside
the new Sun print plant. How-

ever the collusion of the police
and distributors prevented any
meaningful impact. A year later
the joint unions were strug-
gling, facing bankruptcy despite
sterling efforts at hiding funds
from the court sequestrators,
over 1500 people had been ar-
rested and many more injured. 
Print bosses celebrated the

end of the closed shop and pro-
tection of printworkers and ar-
gued it had “saved” the industry.
Alternatively many journalists
(refuseniks) who refused to
move to Wapping in solidarity
with the print plant workers
have been quoted as saying that
the dispute “shattered journalis-
tic respect forever subjugating
journalists forever to the will of
the bean-counters”. 
The exhibition shows that

Murdoch and his ilk would not
have been successful without
the support of Thatcher’s anti-
union employment laws and the
mounted police backed with riot
gear and horses. 
The details and images on

show will leave an impact not
only on those of us who were
part of the war but any self re-
specting trade unionist. It runs
10am-4pm until 28 October and
is well worth a visit.

Glasgow exhibition tells brutal
story of printworkers dispute

MARCH FOR JOBS: this group of sacked
printworkers marched from Glasgow in
April 1986, joining forces with other sacked
printworkers at Cannock in Staffordshire
and then marching on to London via towns
and cities in the Midlands
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by Colin Fox, 
SSP national co-spokesperson

“I CAN confirm today that the Independ-
ence Referendum Bill will be published for
consultation next week,” announced
Nicola Sturgeon to a standing ovation
from her Party Conference in Glasgow. 
But wait! Isn’t this the same ‘Draft’ Bill

she unveiled last month in her ‘legislative
programme’ for Holyrood? And isn’t it the
Bill that is to be discussed for a year con-
taining no specified date for a second ref-
erendum? And isn’t that referendum
merely ‘consultative’ lacking the legal va-
lidity of the 2014 vote? And if passed, isn’t
the Bill to be stuck in her handbag and
used only if a majority for independence
magically materialises? 
What, many will ask, is the SNP doing

to advocate the case for independence
now and to effectively counter Unionist ar-
guments. For it has not done so for two
years. Rather it puts its own party inter-
ests ahead of the independence cause.
Despite the nationalists winning two

consecutive General Elections in Scot-
land support for independence has not
grown. Indeed the latest poll by BMG for
The Herald has it falling. In the aftermath
of the EU Referendum in June, 59 per
cent said they’d back independence. Now
it is down to 45 per cent. 

EU no indy game changer
‘Indyref 2 before 2019 to keep Scotland

in the EU,’ ran the newspaper headlines on
her speech. But the BMG poll also found
47 per cent are against holding another
Referendum with only 38 per cent in favour. 
Three quarters of those against the

vote said Brexit makes no difference.
BMG research director Dr Michael Turner
concluded “the poll shows the EU is no
game changer,” confirming the SSP’s
view that to win Indyref 2, the Yes cam-
paign must convince on the issues affect-
ing the day to day lives of Scotland’s
working class majority. 
The SNP has confused public anger

over the ‘democratic deficit’ on 23 June
with a misplaced affection for the anti-de-
mocratic neoliberal EU in Brussels. 
More worryingly, for a First Minister with

an outsized passion for the EU the evi-
dence shows most Scots will not vote for
independence simply to remain inside
that bureaucracy! The passion Nicola
Sturgeon displays for the EU reveals
above all her loyalty to Scotland’s big

business interests, not its people. More
and more voters are asking when they
see the SNP’s motto in primus ‘Standing
up for Scotland’, what Scotland do they
mean? For, as the recently published fig-
ures for multiple deprivation show, they
are not standing up for Scotland’s working
class communities.
Nicola Sturgeon’s obsession with the EU

signifies first her party’s economic neolib-
eral orthodoxy. And second reveals the
SNP’s right-wing is far stronger than it’s left-
wing. She would do well to heed the warn-
ings from observers like Martin Jacques,
that the economic and political dominance
of neoliberalism may be coming to an end. 
The huge support for Sanders, Corbyn,

Syriza and Podemos on the left and Trump,
Le Pen and Brexit on the right represent a
popular backlash against neoliberalism and
a desire for profound improvement in peo-
ple’s living standards. Such “inchoate ex-
pressions of resentment” as Jacques puts
it, are railed against the very economic or-
thodoxy the SNP supports. 
Their economic policies widen inequali-

ties, push down real incomes for the
masses, proscribes public ownership and
compels the ‘marketisation’ of public serv-
ices with taxes on business and the rich dis-
couraged. The election of Angus Robertson
MP as SNP Deputy Leader came as no sur-
prise. His victory will have cheered party
chiefs at Jackson’s Close for it endorses
their orthodox neoliberal economics. 
Known as Mr NATO by his critics, and

firmly on the right of the party, Robertson

saw off two left wing challengers with ease
in the ballot of 125,000 members. The result
tells us a great deal about the political bal-
ance of forces inside the nationalist party. 
It is ironic that having won mass popular

support for not being Labour, for not being
the party most closely associated with ne-
oliberalism, the SNP is in the same ideo-
logical camp. They won Parliamentary
seats on the promise of standing up to the
excesses of neoliberalism. But they have
not done so. They advocate rather than at-
tack this hegemonic doctrine of corporate
capitalism, and in doing so, they jeopar-
dise the prospects of independence. 

SNP ‘timid and managerial’
Only by delivering the message of

change working class voters need can the
SNP secure the second indy vote. But
their passion for the neoliberal EU and the
outlandish claims they have made on its
nature, on their place in the Brexit negoti-
ations and on stopping Scotland’s depar-
ture from it, exposes their real agenda. 
Scotland’s business community has the

SNP in its pocket and, as Kenny McAskill
has recently admitted, produced “timid
and managerial” ambitions from the First
Minister after two years in office. 
Such criticism is entirely valid, even if it

comes from a former minister who did lit-
tle to confront this managerialism himself
over the past 10 years. Nonetheless, he
is right to conclude a majority cannot be
won for independence on such a neolib-
eral prospectus.

Sturgeon’s advocacy
of neoliberalism
impedes indy support

PHOTO: Craig Maclean
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by Richie Venton, SSP national
workplace organiser 

THERE’S NO evidence of low paid
workers and apprentices celebrating as the
Westminster government’s increasing vari-
ety of national minimum wage levels have
risen this month, but not so you’d notice. 
Workers aged 21-24 are now guaranteed

£6.95-an-hour; those aged 18-20 £5.55—in
both cases a paltry 25p rise. And it gets stingier
still: workers aged 16-18 have ‘enjoyed’ a 13p
rise to the giddy heights of £4-an-hour. 
Worse still, apprentices have been

granted an insulting 10p increase to a £3.40
minimum wage. 
How can people live on such basement

level wages? Young workers or apprentices

don’t encounter sales banners in supermar-
kets declaring vast, special youth discounts.
But that’s precisely what the bosses—many
of them billionaires—enjoy under the per-
nicious regime of age wage discrimination
in this fabulously rich country. 
Nor do over 25 have it cushy. Try living

on the Tories’ maliciously, deliberately mis-
named ‘National Living Wage’ of £7.20-an-
hour. Or indeed the Living Wage Foundation
figure—currently £8.25, about to be in-
creased—which builds in several self-im-
posed caps on what is actually required for a
basic but reasonable standard of living. 
For instance, the Foundation itself admit-

ted that a full three years ago, in 2013, it
should actually have been set at £9.08 in
Scotland to match living costs. And it’s en-
tirely voluntary, left to the whims of em-
ployers, with no power to legally enforce it. 

Profits plunder pay
Profits for big business are at record

highs. Company chief executives award
each other salaries that defy human imagi-
nation. On average they earn 183 times as
much as their average worker! 
To keep all the figures bandied about for a

real and genuine living wage in perspective,
if the government’s national minimum wage
had kept pace with the rocketing pay levels
of these company bosses since it was intro-
duced in 1999, it wouldn’t be £7.20, nor the
Living Wage Foundation figure of £8.25, nor
even the immediate £10 which the Scottish

Socialist Party is demanding, but at least
£18.99-an-hour, here and now in 2016! 
Workers’ wages are stagnating, and have

for over 30 years. Real wages have plunged
by 10 per cent since the 2008 financial crisis,
brought about by bankers, billionaires and the
political choices of their capitalist system. 
Wages have been consciously slashed to

boost profits, with the aid anti union laws to
stop unions fighting back for a better share
in wages and public services. And it’s set to
get worse for millions of workers’ families
over the next couple of years, as inflation re-
enters the political economy after a period
of very low official inflation figures. 
Even before the Brexit vote, workers’

wages were slaughtered by the cost of ba-
sics like housing, transport and food. 
An astonishing six million UK fami-

lies—five million of them with one or more
people in jobs—are what the Tories have
christened “just managing families”. In
poverty, working to remain poor, in more
honest English. 
As the Resolution Foundation think tank

has measured, these families now spend 25
per cent of their incomes on housing—
equivalent to a hidden income tax rise of 14p
in the £1 compared to their situation in 1995. 
Transport costs are the highest in Europe.

And contrary to the press propaganda, most
of us haven’t noticed the alleged fall in the
price of food the last couple of years! 
On the contrary, as I recounted in my book

Break the Chains, there are cases aplenty of

fast food and supermarket staff serving food
but having to rely on food banks to stave off
hunger on their starvation wages. 
And as the Food Foundation recently

commented, “Higher prices force families
who are struggling to go for the cheapest
calories. Children in the most deprived
areas already experience twice the levels of
obesity than children in the least deprived.” 

Before and after Brexit
Now the Brexit vote has triggered a nose-

dive in the value of sterling, which spells
disaster for the cost of living for low and
middle-income families. 
A lot of economically illiterate dross has

been pumped out by some capitalist com-
mentators about the fall in value of sterling
against the Euro and US dollar meaning a
heyday for British exports. What exports? 
For decades the dominant finance wing of

the capitalists, and their hired politicians, have
decimated industry in the likes of Scotland. 
Instead, they’ve concentrated on making

big bucks through financial speculation and
slaughtered wages. 
With wages so low, they shored up de-

mand and sales through a glut of credit for
a period, which then crashed in 2008, with
workers made to pay twice over: through
the £1.3trillion bailout of the banks from
public funds, and eight years of austerity
cuts since to recover that debt. 
The central fact is that the uncertainty

post-Brexit Referendum has added to panic

STRUGGLE -
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on the money markets and amongst manu-
facturers, with an 18 per cent fall in the
value of the £pound since May. 
Already car manufacturers like Fords,

Vauxhalls and Peugeot have passed on price
increases in the UK to compensate their
profits for the weakened pound. The price
of raw materials and goods needed by UK
factories have in August grown faster than
at any time since 2011. 
The very public spat between suppliers

Unilever and retailers Tesco over the price of
Marmite, PG Tips and Hellman’s Mayon-
naise highlights the looming price rises for
food. Prices at the petrol pumps are set to rise
this month. Foodstuffs and other daily items
are already being priced beyond the reach of
the lowest paid, including a million people
below the breadline in Scotland. For instance,
butter prices have rocketed 75 per cent since
May; items like shampoo by 17 per cent. 
All this has led economists at several lead-

ing banks to forecast inflation will leap to 3
or 4 per cent in the next year, eating away at
the value of workers’ wages as they fork out
for food, everyday essentials, housing and
transport. That’s also the view expressed
forcibly by the Governor of the Bank of Eng-
land, Mark Carney—not noted for his trade
unionist or socialist tendencies! Meanwhile,
wages are stagnant, and capitalist employers,

governments and local governments are
poised to make things even worse by protect-
ing profit margins and implementing auster-
ity cuts through de facto wage cuts. 
For instance, Deloitte did a recent survey of

the chief financial officers of major UK com-
panies, and found 94 per cent of them view
cutting costs as the key priority for the next
year; in other words, cuts to wages and/or jobs. 
Numerous retail giants—with profits

measured in £billions rather than £millions—
have won kudos for increasing hourly pay
rates, in a very few cases volunteering the
Living Wage Foundation rate of £8.25. 

Pay cuts
The same ruthless profiteers have tried to

bury the bad news that they’ve robbed back
some or all of that wage concession by
slashing premium payments for anti-social
hours on Bank Holidays, Sundays, night-
shifts or overtime. In several instances,
workers are literally worse off each week—
but their bosses win extra customers
through appearing like ‘ethical employers’. 
Most people won’t be fooled by the stom-

ach-churning guff from Theresa May (or
Ruth Davidson) about the Tories being “the
party of the working class”, concerned
about “the just managing families”. This is
the party driving people into starvation,

even suicide, with their benefits sanctions
regime, and whose anti-Trade Union Bill
makes Britain the most repressive anti-
worker state in the entire western world. 
But what alternatives are on offer from

other, anti-Tory parties?
Since our foundation in 1998, the SSP has

persistently fought for a living national min-
imum wage—for all over 16, apprentices in-
cluded, with equal pay for women—based
on a formula that would challenge poverty
head on, and automatically upgrade pay with
rises in average pay or prices: a minimum
calculated as two-thirds male median wages. 
Since 2014 that has meant we’ve de-

manded £10-an-hour, here and now, not in
some distant future. 
In September 2014, the TUC—represent-

ing nearly seven million organised trade
union members—unanimously voted for “a
£10 minimum wage for all workers”. 
In the last month or so, Labour’s socialist

Shadow Chancellor John McDonnell (and
less volubly Jeremy Corbyn), have echoed
that demand of the TUC. 
But here’s the problem. The TUC leader-

ship—and most of the individual affiliated
unions—haven’t lifted a finger to pursue that
aim, two years on, despite the demands of SSP
members and other socialists in the unions. 

• continues over

OR STARVE!
£10 now - for all at 16

The SSP won’t
relent on our

campaign for £10
now, for pay
before profit, for
a radical
redistribution of
the wealth
produced by the
working class in
the first place...PHOTO: Craig Maclean
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• from previous page
It’s been left hanging as ‘an aspiration’,

with no timescale fixed for achieving it, no
plans laid to agitate and organise a battle for
it, with union negotiators lodging pay
claims that include a £10 minimum. 
In the case of Corbyn’s and McDonnell’s

Labour, whilst an extremely welcome addi-
tion to the clamour for a real living wage,
they only ask for £10 by 2020! Provided the
Labour leadership advocate that for workers
of all ages, it would obviously be better than
the Tories’ ‘promise’ of £9 by 2020—but
only for those over 25. 
It would also be substantially better than

the £8.70-an-hour by 2020 which the SNP
committed to in an independent Scotland
since the 2014 Referendum campaign. 
But £10 in 2020 would be nothing like the

£10 now, today, in 2016, which the SSP and an
honourable minority of unions—especially the
Bakers Union—are demanding. It would be
drastically devalued four years hence, given the
forecasts on inflation already explained. 
We can’t just sit back and wait for gener-

ous handouts from the Westminster govern-
ment—increasingly likely to be Tory for at
least another parliamentary term, given the

shameful civil war against Corbyn by
Labour MPs and the Scottish Labour lead-
ership around Kezia Dugdale. 
Workers and socialists need to agitate and

organise for £10 now in their unions and on
the streets, and bombard local councillors,
MSPs and the Scottish government to im-
plement a Scottish living minimum wage of
£10 for all without further delay. 
The SSP campaigns for devolution of

power to Holyrood over setting the statutory
minimum wage. But whilst fighting for that,
we should also demand that all Scottish coun-
cils and the Scottish government not only gain
the kudos of volunteering as Accredited Liv-
ing Wage Employers, but also insist on them
implementing it through contracts and pro-
curement... and set the (voluntary) Living
Wage for Scotland at £10 here and now. 
The SNP government claims to be ‘Stronger

for Scotland’. At the recent SNP conference,
they made the wholly welcome call for an end
to the lower youth rates for the so-called Living
Wage. The original Motion, from the SNP
Trade Union Group and Chris Stephens MP,
only asked for the feeble £7.20 for all ages. A
Paisley branch amendment improved that sub-
stantially to the Living Wage Foundation’s

£8.25. But the Motion agreed merely asks the
Westminster government to implement this,
rather than any concrete proposals on how to
achieve this within Scotland—even within the
confines of devolution—and furthermore puts
no timescale on when Westminster should im-
plement it! At the same SNP conference, a
lobby of seafarers in the RMT union de-
manded an end to the scandal in the Northern
Isles where Seatruck, a shipping company
registered in the notorious Bahamas tax
haven, is paying foreign workers a criminal
£3.66-an-hour for working the contract they
won off the Scottish government. That’s the
brutal realities behind the headlines, which
must be outlawed immediately. 
The SSP won’t relent on our campaign

for £10 now, for pay before profit, for a rad-
ical redistribution of the wealth produced by
the working class in the first place. 
Join us in battling for a genuine living

wage, with no age or gender discrimination,
and put the employers, councillors and Scot-
tish government under relentless pressure to
outlaw the crucifying poverty pay suffered
by about half a million workers in Scotland. 
It’s increasingly, literally a case of the old

1930s socialist slogan: struggle or starve!

by a ScotRail worker

THE FIGHT against cuts on
the railway set out in the
McNulty report, and particularly
the extension of Driver Only
Operation (DOO), is ongoing.
Last week saw a massive
contrast in fortunes for RMT
members. The start of the
week saw ScotRail Conductors
endorse a deal that largely
protects their role and safety
critical status. By the end of
the week their counterparts at
Southern Rail were served 90
days notice of the termination
of their contracts. Sacked for
defending passenger safety! 
This is the latest in a series

of escalating bully boy tactics
by Govia Thameslink, who run
Southern. They have used,
almost, every facet of anti-
trade union legislation to push
through their plans for DOO. 
These tactics should set

alarm bells ringing, not just
amongst rail unions, but across

the trade union movement.
Southern have removed staff

privileges such as parking and
leisure travel passes, and
written directly to Conductors
suggesting they may get them
back if they go back to work. 
They have used the courts

twice to block industrial action
ballots by ASLEF. 
On one occasion the courts

demanded union officials’
mobile phones in order to
check if they had induced
members to take action! 
Southern have also run a

media campaign of vilification
that descended to new lows
last week. Full page adverts in
the Metro, posters and social
media saw Southern urge their
passengers to ‘Strike Back at
the RMT’! On the day that
these adverts ran there were
two reported staff assaults.
The move backfired as
passengers inundated
Southern with messages of
support for the Conductors. In

an industry where workers are
regularly put into conflict with
passengers, and there is a risk
of assault, Southern’s actions
and language are particularly
deplorable. Despite this, RMT
approached Southern with
what is becoming known as
the ScotRail solution. In fact
they even left the door open for
further negotiations to adapt
this solution in the future. But
Southern rejected it out of
hand culminating in the
announcement today that all
Conductors contracts will be
terminated on 31 December,
with the option to take on the
new role of Onboard
Supervisor from 1st January.
Govia Thameslink should

not be mistaken for some kind
of lone wolf running rogue.
They have the absolute
support of the Tory government
who see this as a fight with two
positive outcomes for them.
Firstly, the medium to long
term cutting of costs as set out

in McNulty. Secondly, an
ideological battleground
against the trade unions. The
railway has everything the
Tories hate: strong unions that
secure good pay and
conditions for their members
and the ability to cause
widespread disruption when
they take industrial action. If
proof was needed, the
comments made by
Department for Transport
official, Peter Wilkinson, in
February make clear that there
is a plan to “break the unions”. 
Those of us that work for

ScotRail are glad that a
combination of action, political
pressure and solidarity across
the rail unions secured a deal
that maintains the safety
critical role of the conductor.
Hopefully “the ScotRail
solution” can act as a
counterweight to the inevitable
DOO proposals that will be
made by other train operating
companies.

Solidarity with Southern Railways guards
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by Sean Baillie 

AS PART of a delegation organised by the
Scottish Solidarity with Kurdistan cam-
paign, I was invited to the Democratic
Union Party’s (PYD) 8th Congress, Joining
Dr Jan Xal a Kurdish expat, now in Glas-
gow, Sarah Glynn from SUWN and Scot-
tish Green Party members Ross Greer MSP
and Zeyn Mohammed. 
On the Friday night we were invited to

dinner with the two co-conveners of the
PYD Saleh Islam and Asya Abdulla and the
other international delegates. 
Politicians, activists from 12 different

countries, international volunteers of the
YPG and the families of two English vol-
unteers who gave their lives fighting in Ro-
java were our companions for the evening. 
Over the course of the weekend I listened

to some of the most incredible stories of
bravery, solidarity and the utmost belief and
conviction in, not only, that peace could be
achieved but also an inspiring vision of
what sort of society is being created in the
Northern part of what we would call Syria. 
After dinner we met Steve and Tracey

Howell, the family of Dean Carl Evans, the
volunteer who was killed in Northern Syria. 
Surprised to hear some Scottish accents,

Steve and Tracey painted a heartwarming
picture of Dean’s character and how he had
fallen in love with Rojava and the Kurdish
people, so much so he requested to be
buried with the men and women he fought
beside. In Rojava, another International
Volunteer was Macer Gifford, humble and
embarrassed to be the one held up and pa-
raded around. 

Collectivism
Whilst a Commander in the YPG injured

in the battle for Kobani had to be lifted onto
the stage during Saturday’s international
conference, Macer told us how it didn’t feel
right that it has to take him, a well spoken,
polite, English speaking Westerner in order
for people in the UK to listen, but completely
understood why and clearly felt a massive
sense of importance and duty to do so. 
Admitting he would have identified at

one point in his life as a Thatcherite, he
spoke about how his time in Rojava had
grown him personally and politically. 
He was so convinced by the unique sys-

tem of self-governance and collectivism in
Syria that he is now in the process of creat-

ing a charity to source medical supplies for
the people of Rojava. 
This ultimate form of participatory

democracy where the people are organised
from the ground up, the decisions that affect
the community are taken by the community. 
Many Kurds speak about Kurdish inde-

pendence in a very similar way to what
many Scots and commentators call Civic
nationalism. 
The Kurdish people speak about inde-

pendence without a state, an independent
Kurdish state just for Kurds seems pointless
and wrong to them as it is this very system
of state nationalism that has torn apart their
communities and deliberately carved up the
Middle East. 
“We all lived together peacefully before

the borders and nations” they tell us “and we
will again”, the enthusiastically proclaim. 
Their idea of a Democratic Confedera-

tion of all peoples in the Middle East is the
vision they feel that could bring not only
peace and equality to the Middle East but
in time the wider world. 
A bold statement to make but one they re-

alise can only happen if it succeeds in
northern Syria first. 
On the Saturday, hundreds gathered from

all over the world. To listen and share ex-
periences, offer messages of support and
speak of what could be achieved. 
Delegates from 12 European countries

including MSPs, Members of the German
parliament from Die Linke, the vice mayor
of Stockholm, Peace institutes, think tanks
such as the New world summit who have

started to build and design working parlia-
ments in Rojava, an amazing array of pro
democratic Kurdish, Syrian and Iraqi
groups plus writers and historians. 
We heard heroic and heartbreaking ac-

counts of those who have given their all, in-
spiring accounts of solidarity such as the
Swede’s who gave a full age-group of
School children in Sweden the day off their
studies to fund-raise enough money for a sis-
ter school to be built in the heart of Rojava. 
A jaw dropping speech from the PYD’s

co-leader Asya Abdullah who spoke un-
scripted for nearly 40 minutes, in a passion-
ate call to hold up their commitment and
structures of female recognition at every
level, blew the roof off the venue and re-
minded us of how far many Western coun-
tries still have to go in this regard. 

Learn important lessons
With RIC kicking off again and projects

like the Yes registry, it is a timely reminder
of our reasons for wanting independence,
and what kind of society we ourselves wish
to build. 
I personally found great inspiration and

enlightenment amongst the people of Kur-
distan in what is perhaps the ultimate fight
for democracy. 
In increasing our support for the people

of Kurdistan, we need to take time to learn
important lessons from them in how not to
hand over our power, like a good will
voucher at the ballot box, only to be sold as
a commodity in the chambers of Westmin-
ster or Holyrood for that matter.

Kurds’ ultimate fight for democracy
WOMEN’S PROTECTION UNITS: 
a vital force in the fight against Isis
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by Sandra Webster

AS WE face the reign of the
third Tory prime minister
since 1979, the question is,
has Tory policy changed? Is
Thatcherism dead or just a
word less often used though
the politics remain the same?
I would argue that her
policies still cast a long
shadow over our lives today. 
So the story goes, at the

assembly of her first cabinet
Thatcher took from her pocket
a pamphlet by right wing
economist Friedrich Hayek
“The Road To Serfdom” 
This was her blueprint for

government. Post-war
consensus brought together
collective responsibility to
create the NHS, a welfare
system that fitted societal
needs. Thatcher’s aim was to
begin the cult of
individualism. Everyone for
themselves. 
The big nationalised utility

companies were sold off,
accompanied in the train of
slick TV campaigns that must
still be imprinted on the
memories most people who
lived through her reign. Of
course it was never pointed out
that we already owned them. 
She also put council

housing stock up for sale. The
legacy of this is still felt today
with thousands on waiting

lists for affordable housing.
Our society moved to the
right with an emphasis on
buying and consuming. As a
child of the time, I remember
my school milk being stopped
because of Thatcher, ‘the
bairns milk snatcher’. 
As a five-year-old, I

remember at first thinking
how amazing it was to see a
woman be prime minister. As
my community suffered, I
quickly changed my mind. I
will also never forget the
miners’ strike and how
communities were destroyed.
She had set us on the road
though, and not a road any of
us on the left desired. 

New Labour
Fast forward to Cameron

and the birth of New Labour
where Blair and Brown
embraced many Tory values. 
A new Tory prime minister

who promised one-nation
Toryism. This was a man who
was great at sound bites—
who can forget “the big
society” or “hug a hoodie”? 
Disabled people felt some

hope as Cameron
emphasised how life with his
severely disabled child had
changed him. But his
government continued on
where Thatcher’s left off. 
He surrounded himself with

a creche of Thatcher’s

children who were determined
to throw all the toys out of the
societal pram. They had
grown up with a poster of
Thatcher on their leafy
university’s wall. The cult of
Thatcher had begun. 
The dismantling of the

welfare state progressed at a
rapid rate. Iain Duncan Smith
brought in welfare cuts and
sanctions that continue to
affect the most vulnerable.
Pieces of the NHS were sold
off to SERCO and Branson
health care. 
It was obvious that we

were not all in together. 
Our society has become

even more divided between
the rich and the poor. There
is little resemblance left of the
welfare state that our parents
and grandparents fought for
and held so dearly. 
Child poverty is on the rise,

while the rich continue to
accumulate wealth. We have
become a more inward-
looking society, with a special
relationship with America but
not so much with the rest of
Europe. The right and far
right are on the rise again. 
This is the playing field that

May finds herself on. She is
an experienced Thatcherite
who may slow down some
policies but plans to force the
UK out of Europe. 
It was she who, as Home

Secretary, commissioned the
vans telling illegal immigrants
to go home. Under her reign,
we are further along the road
to serfdom. 
Three different Tory prime

ministers but all with a plan to
make us a more
individualistic society where
there is no welfare state and
few public services. 
May’s government has

recently announced plans to
privatise children’s homes,
not only to charities but to big
business. How can this be
compassionate and caring
conservatism? If it is, I dread
what is coming next. 

Stand in solidarity
There is little difference

between the policy of these
three PMs. All that changes is
the presentation. 
There is hope though.

Many reading this made a
stand against the Poll Tax
and won. Many stood with
the miners and Liverpool
dockers. There are many
struggles that lie for us ahead
but we need to stand in
solidarity. 
Due to the cuts, many folk

are disillusioned, afraid to
speak out. 
It is up the left to show we

have learned from the
lessons of history and make
a difference. We have to.
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Thatcher and her children
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by Hugh Cullen, SSP member

I SPENT September in Al-Khalil
(Hebron) in the occupied West Bank,
Palestine. I was working with
International Solidarity Movement (ISM),
a Palestinian-led organisation that uses
non-violent direct action to assist
Palestinians and protect human rights. 
Outrageously, ISM activists are able to

help because of the ‘shield’ that our foreign
passports grant us. We have the privilege of
not being under military law, unlike
Palestinians who can be held without trial,
attacked or murdered without consequence. 
Most of the old city of Al-Khalil is

directly controlled by the Israeli army.
They have erected large checkpoints
which Palestinians are forced to go
through on a daily basis—to go to work,
worship, visit friends, or go shopping.
Several of these checkpoints are
strategically placed beside schools, so
hundreds of children and teachers have to
pass through them each morning. 
Each morning we would monitor the

checkpoints, at the request of teachers, to
provide an international presence and
challenge abusive behaviour and violence
from the soldiers. 

Violence and abuse
I saw several incidents where young

Palestinians (including girls as young as
8) were remotely locked inside the room
of the checkpoint while soldiers shouted
at them, often in a language they didn’t
understand, over the loudspeaker. 
The heavily armed soldiers hiding

behind bulletproof glass would
aggressively ask “where are your
knives?” and make them empty their
schoolbags. Some of the children were
visibly frightened, but for others this has
become a normal part of life in Palestine. 
Often at the checkpoints teachers were

harassed via body searches and intense
questioning. They were intimidated and
verbally abused in front of the children that
they taught in classrooms an hour later.
One morning, a supply teacher was denied
entry to a school because the soldiers said
they didn’t believe he worked there. 
These cowardly tactics that the Israelis

deploy are all to reinforce the apartheid.
The checkpoints are not about security, as
there are ways around them- long detours

that some Palestinians who do not have
permission to cross the checkpoints have
to take. Yet on days where the soldiers
couldn’t be bothered, you could walk
through the checkpoint without any ID
checks or searches, it just depended on
what mood they were in. 
The harassment is all to try and get

Palestinians living in the closed area of
the city to leave their homes to make way
for more Jewish Settlers. On Shuhada
Street, formerly the busiest shopping
street in Al-Khalil before the annexation,
all of the Palestinian stores were welded
shut in the middle of the night. 
The area is now a ghost town. The few

resilient Palestinians who remain are
numbered, not allowed to drive and some
streets have walls down the middle to
segregate the ‘Arabs’ from the Jews. 
It’s no wonder then, that Palestinians

attempt to resist the occupation. A young
Palestinian boy would run up the street
and throw a single stone at the heavily
militarised, bomb-proof structure. 
The reply from the soldiers was a volley

of a dozen tear gas canisters and stun
grenades indiscriminately thrown at any
child in the vicinity. Landing at the feet of
innocent children trying to get to class. In
some cases, the soldiers shot rubber-coated
steel bullets at the young Palestinians. 
One morning we were targeted by the

soldiers shooting tear gas, we were
hurried into a girls school by the teachers
to take shelter. Inside, the tear gas was
creeping in the windows, burning your
eyes and slowly chocking you. The

teachers asked us, “how can we teach
with this every morning?” 
These ‘clashes’ happened more often

than not, and school attendances were
visibly lower the following day. 
One weekend, seven Palestinians were

shot by soldiers in the city. Including a 15-
year-old boy who was the victim of an
extrajudicial street execution. The Israeli
army alleged that he had a knife but with
so many proven cases of soldiers planting
knives it’s unlikely that we will ever know
the truth. We arrived at the scene shortly
after and found a Palestinian ambulance
being denied access to treat the boy. 

Focus on children’s struggle
The resistance I witnessed was from

young Palestinians. Locals told me that
the crippling economic situation in the
West Bank means the adults are focussed
on merely surviving. Moreover, adults
who peacefully protest the occupation
face live ammunition or beatings in prison
without a trial. The occupation is so
established in Al-Khalil that it has
become largely normalised. 
This makes it clear to me that change

will have to come from outside the country.
BDS and our international activism are a
start, but serious political pressure needs to
be levied on the Israeli government. 
If the inhumane principles of illegal

occupation and racist apartheid are not
enough to rise our governments into action,
then perhaps focusing on the daily struggle
that the children of Palestine have to
endure, simply to go to school, just might.

Education under occupation
OCCUPATION: serious political
pressure needs to be levied on
the Israeli government 

PHOTO: Hugh Cullen
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Battle of Cable Street: 
a key moment in the
struggle against fascism
by Voice Reporter

THOUSANDS ATTENDED the recent march to mark the 80th an-
niversary of the defeat of Sir Oswald Mosley’s British Union of Fascists’s
attempt to march in London’s working class east end. 
The mass mobilisation 80 years ago which drew support from Chi-

nese, Jewish and Irish immigrants alongside local trade unionists, com-
munists, socialists and others centred on the key artery of Cable Street. 
As fascism’s grip tightened on Italy and Germany and Spain’s demo-

cratic government locked in a deadly struggle with Franco—backed by
Hitler—Mosley announced his own march for power. 
Mosley wanted to emulate his hero Mussolini’s ‘march on Rome’ a

decade earlier but in the event got more than he bargained for. A friend
of leading nazi Julius Streicher—later hanged for genocide—and confi-
dant of Hitler, he planned to march through the working class East End
protected by thousands of police. 
His plans were thwarted by thousands of opponents rallying under the

slogan of Spain’s democrats, “No Pasaran,” and he showed his real
colours the day after the defeat when he flew to Germany to meet Nazi
propaganda chief Josef Goebbels. Cable Street was to prove the overture
to the East End’s epic battle with fascism which saw the area bombed by
the Luftwaffe and thousands killed before the final defeat of nazism in 1945.

Polish anti-abortion
law defeated
by Voice Reporter

THE POLISH parliament has heavily defeated plans for a near-
total ban on abortions after protests by tens of thousands of women,
marking an stinging rebuff for the conservative government and the
Catholic Church. 
The proposed change was rejected by 352 votes to 58.
Poland already has one of Europe’s most restrictive abortion laws,

and the new proposals would have limited access the procedure to
cases where the mother’s life was in direct danger—a step too far
even for many government supporters
Under the draconian changes women and doctors would have

faced up to five years in jail for performing an abortion.
The plans sparked massive protests both in Poland and interna-

tionally including Edinburgh (see photo, right). 
One of the Edinburgh protest organisers, Monika Olexiak, under-

lined their determination to oppose further such legal moves saying,
“We feel very determined after this protest we made new contacts,
probably we’ll make another protest because the Polish government
still want to change the law bringing in stricter controls. 
“We’ll not give up. No more compromise. We’ll be fighting for lib-

eralisation of the law! Polish women must stop being afraid to talk
about our rights!” PHOTO: Craig Maclean
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