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JIM SILLARS
by Jim Sillars

IT WAS little noticed at the
time amid successive Blair-led
Labour victories, that the ejec-
tion of Clause 4 from its con-
stitution, and the destruction of
its institutional structures, a
stake was driven through the
heart of the Labour Party. Cor-
byn’s supporters are finding
out that you cannot breathe
life into a political corpse. 
The Labour Party of Hardie,

Lansbury, Attlee, Bevin,
Bevan, Crosland, Crossman,
Callaghan, Healey, Benn,
John Smith, is no more. How-
ever much that party oscillated
between left and right, it re-
mained able to command wide
working class support, be-
cause its instincts were still
sound. Blair poisoned it. 

Political void
That has left a huge void in

the political world, which
makes working class people
powerless, and open to the
‘mercies’ of a right wing deter-
mined to reduce the size of the
state to its 1930s shape,
where welfare barely existed,
and when it did it came in
punitive form. For working
class people with nothing but
their labour to sell to live, the
demolition of the welfare state
will be a catastrophe. 
To where, with its traditional

Labour Party now defunct, can
the working class turn? 
Where now will it find a co-

herent, principled, ideologi-
cally clad organisation capable
of not only defending it, but ad-
vancing its interest for a se-
cure, decent life? Where now
will it find a socialist voice in
action, working on its behalf?
That void cannot be filled by

the Greens, who may have so-
cialists in it, but is not as left
wing a party as it pretends to it-
self. It is a similar case with the
SNP. Among its elected mem-
bers at Holyrood and Westmin-
ster there are socialists, but the
party itself is not one. 
It has never as a party at-

tacked the capitalist system,
never as a party submitted
that system to any searching
analysis, preferring to avoid
ideological exploration by opt-
ing for the label of Social Dem-
ocratic, although I doubt if you
could get any of its leaders to
provide a definition of what
that is. To my mind such a
label is there to hide a vac-
uum, not to shed light on what
its guidance system is. 
So, we need a new left. One

that has grasped the ideologi-
cal thistle, willing to challenge
the prevailing capitalist wind
that we are constantly told (the
wish being father to the
thought), has blown away all
belief in the idea that socialism.
A new left whose ideological

inspiration is balanced but not
blunted, by what is concretely
achievable policy in a Scot-
land that is five million people
with an open economy in a
global world of seven billion. 
Matching socialist inspira-

tion with achievable goals,
ones that the electorate will
believe are possible, will be a
difficult task for those who
have formed RISE, which we
all hope will be the organisa-
tion to fill the void left by the
Labour Party. Carrying a torch
for socialism is not enough. 

Low paid jobs
Any ideological impulse that

carries the holders to a point of
purity will avail them nothing if
they ignore need as defined by
the electors. There is a lot of
need in Scotland, which is not
difficult to find. Thousands of
homeless, one in five in
poverty, the labour market
noted for its low paid jobs, an
NHS that needs to stave off
those who claim it cannot be
left in the public sector. 
Then there is education. We

are far from giving our children
and young people the best ed-
ucation system in the world.
Year by year, Scotland has
slipped down the international
league table. In some univer-
sities first year students need

remedial work to bring them
up to standard in reading and
writing. Among the best in the
world? The challenge that
faces RISE is formidable. It
will be tested in the electoral
arena for the first time. 
Many will discover that an

election, on policies, is different
from a referendum; and that in
field alongside it looking for the
same votes will be parties long
in the tooth in these matters. 
The key will be the policies

which emerge from RISE. If
they are believable, that is if
working class people believe
they can actually be achieved,
and can make a concrete differ-
ence to their lives, the founda-
tion for progress will be there. 
The electorate is the most

testing examiners of policies,
and in Scotland, with the
emergence of a politically ed-
ucated and astute people as a
result of the referendum, that
will be particularly true. 
The one thing lacking in pol-

icymaking in all political parties
in recent years has been the
lack of intellectual rigour: a
quality that is not regarded as
important by the merchants of
spin who now occupy our po-
litical space. 
I hope RISE will end the

dumbing down that is now a
curse upon us.

Voice writers wanted
The Voice—the only socialist newspaper written and published in
Scotland—is looking for writers. Our writers are volunteers and we
are always looking to widen the range of available contributers. 
We are particularly keen to expand our number of women writers. 
Please contact Scottish Socialist Voice editor Ken Ferguson:
Email – kenferguson864@gmail.com • Phone – 07925 613145
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With Labour a political corpse,
Scotland needs a new left

TO THE LEFT: 
Jim Sillars and many

others hope RISE will be
the organisation to fill the

void left by Labour 
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by Jonathon Shafi

NEXT MAY’S Holyrood elec-
tion will be strikingly different
from others before it coming as
they will just twenty months
after the biggest mass movement
in Scottish history, the Yes cam-
paign, and they provides that
movement with a major test. Has
grassroots energy shaken the
greyness from Scottish politics
forever? Or are we retreating
into SNP vs Labour tribalism? 
The General Election was an

early sign that things really had
shifted: the SNP demolished
Labour and left the Better To-
gether parties with just one MP
each. And recent polls for 2016
confirmed again that a new
order is crystallising: there will
be another SNP majority, with a
feeble Labour opposition,
flanked by the Tories and a
handful of Greens. 
Of course superficially, that’s

simply a repeat of the result last
time in 2011. But there is one
major difference. The SNP’s
electoral supremacy is so com-
plete that all recent polls show
a consistent pattern: the party
can almost certainly win the
Scottish election on the con-
stituency seats alone. 

Pro-indy list votes
For independence supporters,

voting SNP twice becomes
counter-productive to maximis-
ing independence MSPs. If this
realisation dawns quickly
enough, it opens real space for
challengers from beyond the tra-
ditional SNP vs Labour divide. 
A pluralistic Yes parliament

becomes a genuine possibility: a
Yes parliament that truly reflects
the movement of movements in
2014. Such diversity would
liven up Scottish politics in gen-
eral, and bolster the movement
for independence in particular. It
could mean a parliament shaped

by the voices of the independ-
ence movement at its best. 
It would have MSPs rooted in

the social movements, on a
workers’ wage, promoting cred-
ible socialist policies that could
be implemented right now. Those
MSPs would link Holyrood with
the international anti-austerity
and anti-war movement and gen-
erate a new approach to politics
that connects elected representa-
tives with extra parliamentary
popular movements. 
That’s the appeal that RISE –

Scotland’s Left Alliance, will be
making. RISE will bring together
socialists, anti-poverty campaign-
ers, trade unionists, environmen-
talists, academics and cultural
figures to stand for Holyrood on
the second vote. People often
complain that the radicalism of
the independence movement isn’t
reflected in a grey-suited, com-
placent parliament. 
In contrast RISE makes a rad-

ical offer: redistribution of
wealth from rich to poor, dem-
ocratic public ownership, put-
ting communities and
workplaces in charge of their
lives through participatory
democracy, 100 per cent oppo-
sition to war and for an inde-
pendent Scottish republic. 
But it’s more than this. RISE

also offers a new approach to

policy-making, rooted in grass-
roots community engagement.
We’ve learned important les-
sons from the referendum’s
DIY spirit, and from leftist par-
ties abroad. Now we’re putting
it into practice. 
The alternative to the pro-indy

left would be a disproportionate
Scottish Labour success on the
regional lists. 50 per cent of vot-
ers plan to use their second vote
for SNP; as things stand, that
will yield six MSPs. Labour, as
things stand, will take 33 MSPs
from 25 per cent of the vote. 
Left independence voters

need to consider that statistic
carefully. If the only party hold-
ing SNP to account is Labour,
policy and political debate in
Scottish politics will stagnate.
We need a broader parliament,
with fresh ideas about how
Scotland can meet the chal-
lenges of the 21st century. 
RISE exists to provide a coun-

tervailing pressure. We back the
SNP’s goal of independence: in-
deed, we’re for a fuller inde-
pendence than they’re willing to
contemplate. But a strong RISE
will also give the SNP’s new
radicals the energy and the ideas
they need to ensure their party
stands up to frackers, landlords,
NATO and so on. Indeed as
fracking and land reform prove,

the SNP is still attempting to
skirt the divide between protest
and power. Some within the
leadership prefer a decades-
long, glacial-paced movement
to independence, where the
party stays permanently in
power by blaming everything on
Tory Westminster. 
And if the main opposition is

Labour, the temptation to sit per-
manently in government and to
form a new micro-establishment
could become irresistible. 
That’s why a second vote for

RISE is a vote for heart and for
head. It’s a vote for pluralism and
it’s a vote for a new consensus
where radicalism sets the agenda. 
We want to show that Scot-

land’s public opinion has ma-
tured, and that tribalism has
given way to serious critique. 
As Scotland misses climate

change targets, the global situa-
tion deteriorates and as the rich
get richer, radical politics is re-
alistic politics. Investment over
waste, sharing over greed, the
needs of the poor over the needs
of big business; these are the val-
ues of 21st century socialism
under which we’ll stand in 2016. 

Daily activism
The Voice goes to press on the

eve of the first RISE democratic
conference. Since the alliance’s
launch on 29 August 2015, the
focus has been on developing in-
frastructure, a solid activist base
and a coalition of supporters. 
Soon the candidates and the

policies will be in place. Local
circles across the country are
ready to go—and we will be
utilising technology to max-
imise organisational capacities
to deliver daily activism. 
As soon as 2016 hits all ener-

gies will be on campaigning—
in communities, workplaces and
campuses—as the gears shift to
what will be an intensive and
exciting election campaign.

RISE conference signals start of
left challenge for Holyrood 2016

PRO-INDY: RISE
MSPs would
give the SNP the
ideas they need
to stand up to
landlords,
frackers and
NATO
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by Ken Ferguson

AS THE Voice went to press 66 Labour
MPs voted with the Tories to send a hand-
ful of RAF bombers into action in Syria
once again showing that the lessons of
recent history in Iraq, Afghanistan and
Libya count for less than the aphrodisiac
of the dregs of British imperial power. 
This even as Cameron’s “national unity”

mask slipped as he smeared anti-war
MPs as “terrorist sympathisers in line
straight from the tabloid play book.
In the world of those MPs who favour

bombing, all evidence that this is a hollow
strategy which will achieve only further in-
nocent deaths in Syria and heighten the
terrorist threat here is disregarded in the
wider interest of shoring up a declining
UK which “punches above its weight” in
the world. This is the same mindset that
supports the insanity of squandering bil-
lions on a Trident replacement nuclear
missile system which, if ever used, will
murder millions and no doubt see the de-
struction of the UK. 
As with the air strikes in Syria, the Tri-

dent replacement has little to do with de-
fending the streets of London and
Edinburgh but everything to do helping
keep the British lion at the top table of the
UN security council, NATO and so forth.
The rejection of these imperial politics of

intervention and permanent war played an
important part in delivering a 45 per cent
Yes vote in 2014 and, as the inevitable fail-
ure of this latest intervention unfolds, it can
only further strengthen the demand for a
second independence referendum as Scot-
land is dragged into another war. This is the
reality of the much trumpeted “pooling and
sharing” showcased by the Tory/Labour/Lib-
eral/Project Fear coalition to keep Scotland
inside the imperial union. 

Balancing Osborne’s books
It is this same set up which has, as the

pro-independence left warned, locked us
into a policy of shrinking the state, slash-
ing welfare and imposing some £12billion
of cuts in services and jobs to, as the Os-
borne spin has it “balance the books”. 
Of course while social care goes to the

wall and benefits claimants are portrayed
as lazy scroungers by the Tory press in its
war on the poor war spending is boosted
and the fat cats keep licking the cream. 
What was clear to many on 18 Septem-

ber 2014 is now being driven home to
both Yes and No voters by a Westminster

elite who serve a narrow but powerful
clique of City of London financiers and
shape policy to serve them at the ex-
pense of all else. 
This policy of putting money before peo-

ple, driven by Thatcher 30 years ago, has
seen swathes of industry closed and com-
munities laid waste with the steelworkers
in Lanarkshire the latest in the firing line. 
The urgent question now is how can we

break with the British policy of permanent
war and endless austerity. 
The summer hopes, raised by the Cor-

byn leadership victory, that there might be
renewed British road to radical socialist
change are increasingly called into ques-
tion by the war of attrition being waged by
MPs steeped in the politics of Blairism and
cheered on by a universally hostile media. 
Brutally put the evidence from opinion

polls and real elections casts real doubts
that a Westminster Labour victory repre-
sents a serious prospect of breaking with
the Tory agenda and dealing with the cri-
sis facing the majority of the people. 
Certainly in Scotland the latest polls

which put Labour virtually neck and neck
with the detested Tories for next year’s
Holyrood elections—surely the bitter fruits
of their Better Together collaboration—sky
writes the growing gulf between the rhetoric
of Corbyn’s “new politics” and voters verdict
on actually existing Scottish Labour. 
In sharp contrast the SNP looks unas-

sailable with record poll leads, success in
by elections and of course a principled
vote against war in Syria. However while
the party has faced difficult questions

around the conduct of two MPs which has
generated much media excitement from
the usual suspects, bigger challenges are
on the horizon including divisions on
fracking, land reform and centrally how to
deal with the impact of Holyrood’s share
of the Osborne cuts. The trap set by the
unionists will be to demand that the Scot-
tish Government use the very limited
powers flowing from the Smith Commis-
sion to soften Osborne’s cuts and then at-
tack them as “Tartan Taxers” if they do or
heartless service cutters if they don’t. 

All-out for Holyrood
At the heart of this lies the Sturgeon

strategy of managerial competence and
“standing up for Scotland” while parking a
fresh independence challenge into the
distance in the hope that this converts no
voters to Yes. The central weakness of
this approach is that it becomes increas-
ingly difficult to deliver with Westminster
choking off the cash. More importantly it
risks demobilising the broad Yes move-
ment and turning the independence de-
mand into an issue solely for the SNP. 
It is against this background that RISE,

Scotland’s Left Alliance with its clear com-
mitment to a Scottish republic and a menu
of policies aimed at tackling the eco-
nomic, social and ecological crisis has a
key role to play. RISE’s aim must be to go
all-out to win MSPs next May who reflect
the economic priorities which put people
before profit and put a renewed demand
for independence breaking with the failed
UK state to the forefront of politics.

Glare of war illuminates
Westminster power play
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by Colin Fox, SSP
national co-spokesperson

THE BACKGROUND politi-
cal context to the RISE confer-
ence in Glasgow this weekend
could hardly be more significant.
Having declared war on the poor
at home the Tory Government is
now embarked on another spuri-
ous and ill advised military ad-
venture in the Middle East. It’s
as if they learned nothing from
the humiliating British reversals
in Afghanistan, Iraq and Libya. 
Of course it will not be David

Cameron or Defence Secretary
Michael Fallon’s sons who get
killed in Syria will it? It never
is. The polls are inconclusive
but many suggest this is being
seen as another unwelcome
knee-jerk military engagement
without a thought out exit strat-
egy. RISE can look forward to
playing a leading role in the
Scottish anti-war movement. 
Meanwhile the civil war in

the Labour Party—66 of its
MPs voted for more warmon-
gering against the views of their
leader Jeremy Corbyn—is now
being played out ‘in full Tech-
nicolor’. Labour can hardly lead
the case against the war when
so many in its ranks support it. 

Labour divisions
Their divisions are just as

deep in Scotland where to add
insult to injury the pollsters are
now flagging up the possibility
of Labour’s support at 19 per
cent falling below even that of
the Tories. 
And with another SNP MP

now mired in an unseemly fi-
nancial scandal the need for an
effective, principled, popular
left wing alliance advocating in-
dependence and campaigning
on anti-austerity, anti-war and
anti-corruption programme
could hardly be more obvious. 
RISE has come a long way

since the Scottish Socialist Party
affiliated in May. Whilst

progress may have been frustrat-
ingly slow at times our involve-
ment has nonetheless helped
shape this electoral alliance and
propel it towards activity on the
streets and on the issues that
matter to working class people. 
Last weekend was a good il-

lustration of RISE’s increasing
confidence and combativity as
we conducted simultaneous in-
terventions into both the climate
change march in Edinburgh and
the STUC anti-racism celebra-
tions in Glasgow. 
Whilst the weather was wet

and miserable, the fact that
RISE was actively involved in
both mass movements augurs
well for the future and it will
not have been lost on our ‘dre-
ich’ political opponents. This is
the shape of things to come for
Scotland’s Left Alliance as the
Holyrood elections draw near. 
The RISE conference in Glas-

gow’s Royal Concert Hall will
endorse many issues the SSP has
pioneered and promoted over the
past year not least our commit-

ment to a second indyref as part
of its manifesto next May. 
This promise will rightly form

a central part of the policy devel-
opment session. And it will help
RISE appeal to those independ-
ence supporters who currently in-
tend to vote SNP with both ballot
papers. There is also agreement
on RISE MSP’s taking a workers
wage should they get elected. The
SSP is the only party to have im-
plemented this progressive prac-
tice in office in Scotland. 
And there is a united determina-

tion to highlight those other pro-
gressive policies unique to RISE
such as a £10-an-hour living
wage, welcoming refugees and
immigrants, creating 100,000 new
climate jobs and introducing free
public transport. These flagship
policies will all be agreed at the
conference and publicised promi-
nently by RISE to reveal the ‘clear
blue water’ that exists between us
and all the other candidates. 
That is not to say there are not

disagreements within RISE but
the conference must highlight

above all the 90 per cent we
agree on and acknowledge the
significant progress we have
made together. RISE is still a
‘work in progress’. 
There is some way to go be-

fore we become a household
name and register in the polls.
To do so we need to become
much more involved in the var-
ious progressive campaigns and
advocate an independent social-
ist Scotland, resistance to ne-
oliberalism, to austerity and of
course to warmongering in
Syria and elsewhere. 

Wasted list votes
The structures of RISE from

its local circles or branches to
national forums and assemblies
reflect this ‘work in progress’
and these will be discussed at
conference in that context. The
alliance is still developing and
its longer-term prospects depend
on how it performs in May. 
With that in mind the final

session of the conference on
Saturday will consider the full
electoral challenge RISE will
deliver in the Holyrood elec-
tions. Our key task must be to
persuade Labour and SNP vot-
ers to give RISE their second or
regional/list vote. This will be
more challenging with Labour
voters as the polls suggest
Kezia Dugdale’s party will win
few constituency seats and de-
pend on securing lists seats
themselves. RISE will do better
persuading SNP voters that a
second vote for the nationalists
will be wasted and runs the risk
paradoxically of electing anti-
independence MSPs instead. 
The conference on will to be

an inspiring event, one to direct
the work of Scotland’s Left Al-
liance for the next six months
and beyond.

• RISE conference is on Sat 5
December at Glasgow Royal
Concert Hall. Join and
register at www.rise.scot

Scotland’s left alliance on the rise

IN ACTION: RISE – Scotland’s Left Alliance was out in strong numbers
at both the climate change march in Edinburgh and at the STUC’s
annual anti-racism demo in Glasgow on Saturday 28 November
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Richie Venton discussed
the ongoing campaign by
the Rail, Maritime &
Transport workers’ union
to Keep CalMac ferries, to
stop privatisation, with
Gordon Martin, RMT
Scottish Regional
Organiser

RV: What’s your view of the
claims by the SNP government
that EU regulations compel
them to put the ferries services
out to tender, with the possibil-
ity of it being privatised? 
GM: RMT officials, repre-

sentatives and members took
our Keep CalMac public cam-
paign to Holyrood on 25 No-
vember to lobby MSPs prior to
the Labour-led debate on this
issue. This is the latest phase of
our campaign to keep CalMac
in the public sector and out of
the hands of the multi-national
profiteer, Serco. 
The Union has consistently

made clear our view that there
is no need to tender lifeline pub-
lic sector transport contracts
and have provided the Trans-
port Minister, Derek Mackay,
and every MSP with legal opin-
ion from experts in this field. 
During the debate on 25 No-

vember Derek Mackay con-
ceded the new evidence and
legal opinion given to him by
RMT was worthy of further ex-
amination and he offered to meet
his counterparts in the Labour
Party to discuss this further. 
This legal opinion is centred

around the Teckal exemption
and RMT have made it clear we
would welcome an invite to the
meeting between Government
Ministers and the opposition
counterparts to examine to ex-
haustion the tendering process. 
The invitation to tender for

the Clyde and Hebridean Ferry
Service has a clause which
makes it clear the Scottish Gov-
ernment can halt the tendering
process at any time with no fi-
nancial recourse being available
to any bidder. We believe the
Teckal exemption should now

be applied and the process
stopped with CalMac continu-
ing to run the service. 
Up until now the Government

have insisted they have no
choice other than to tender
under EU law. This latest legal
opinion may be the game
changer we have been looking
for in convincing the Govern-
ment otherwise due to the nature
of the service they are tendering. 

Why have the RMT recently
argued for the tendering
process to be speeded up?
If the Government continue

with their current course of ac-
tion and insist on pressing
ahead with the tender, RMT
will continue to demand the
process should be speeded up to
ensure voters all along the west
coast of Scotland and the Island
communities can express their
view on the Government’s han-
dling of the ferry industry at the
Scottish Parliamentary elections
in May 2016. As things stand
now, the Government have said
the announcement of the win-
ning bidder will be made
known a few weeks after the
election in May. 

What did the strike action last
summer achieve? 
In our successful dispute in

the summer, through the solidar-
ity and strength of our members
we secured a commitment from
the company to no compulsory
redundancies and no changes to

terms and conditions without
the agreement of the trades
unions—as well as a guarantee
from the Scottish Government
that the CalMac pension scheme
would continue no matter who
won the bid. All of which we
were told by the employer and
the Government prior to our in-
dustrial action were not possi-
ble. Since, we have steadily
upped the ante in our campaign
to keep CalMac public. 

What does the ‘Keep CalMac
and carry on’ campaign in-
volve and aim to achieve? 
This has attracted the full sup-

port of a tabloid newspaper
[Daily Record] and has included
a postcard campaign which the
public can fill in and send free
post to their MSP, urging them
to keep CalMac public. 
Activists have taken these

postcards to labour movement
events and even to the National
Mod in Oban in October, where
we gave out over 4,000 post-
cards in less than three hours to
members of the public fully
aware of the job CalMac do in
providing a lifeline ferry service. 
RMT officials and represen-

tatives have consistently taken
our positive public ownership
argument to the Parliamentary
Trade Union group meetings of
both the SNP and Labour Par-
ties over many months. We will
continue to do this, as well as
continue our high profile cam-
paign on the streets, at demon-

strations, rallies—as well as
putting out numerous hard hit-
ting press releases. 

Serco are the other bidders.
What is your experience of
them?
As a trade union which or-

ganises workers at the sharp end
in the various transport indus-
tries, RMT have witnessed
more than most the damaging
effects of the breakup and pri-
vatisation of our railways and
ferry industries. 
To many people CalMac are

“the jewel in the crown” of the
ferry sector and resistance to the
handing over of this iconic service
to the profiteering spivs at Serco is
totally unpalatable and unthink-
able. Serco took over the Northern
Isles contract in 2012, and within
months RMT members were
forced into a dispute with them
over redundancies and attacks on
members’ pension schemes. 
Serco were also handed the

Caledonian Sleeper service on a
15-year franchise by the Scottish
Government. 
Since Serco began running

this service on March 31 this
year, RMT members have been
far from impressed and a dispute
situation currently exists be-
tween our organisations with
ballot papers being sent out from
1st December for strike action
and action short of strike due to
ongoing issues surrounding de-
fects on the rolling stock. Serco
made the statement the sleeper

Pressure grows on SNP to
halt CalMac privatisation
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would become “a hotel on
wheels” when they were
awarded the franchise. They
failed to mention it was Fawlty
Towers they had in mind! 

What are the advantages to
the workforce and public to
keeping CalMac public?
RMT members employed at

CalMac are fully aware of the
benefits they currently enjoy
through working in the public
sector. They fully understand
that other ferry operators in the
seas around Britain and Ireland
have slashed services, jobs and
conditions, including inferior
pension schemes. It is worth
pointing out the benefits mem-
bers enjoy at CalMac have been
negotiated on their behalf by the
union, and at times members
have had to stand up and fight to
win better pay and conditions. 
Our members made it clear

earlier this year with a strike
ballot return of over 92 per cent
that they remain committed to
fighting to keep the hard won
conditions and will not be join-
ing a race to the bottom with
Serco, who have proven time
and again they are specialists in
failure when it comes to deliv-
ering public sector contracts.
RMT believe they are unfit to
run services the public rely on. 
RMT continues to argue for a

publicly-owned, integrated trans-
port system which is designed to
assist the people get from one
place to another as cheaply and
as efficiently as possible and
helps reduce emissions harmful
to our planet’s environment. 
CalMac are perfectly placed to

continue to provide such a public
service to the people of Scotland
and visitors from overseas. 

What can Voice readers do to
help? 
I would urge all readers of

this article to contact their MSP
as soon as possible, demanding
that they use all influence they
have to keep CalMac in public
hands and safe from the profit
driven capitalists of Serco.

ON 25 November, a small deputation of SSP
members, mostly in their teens, took Ayrshire
SSP’s petition for the Living Wage for Modern
Apprentices to a Committee Meeting of North
Ayrshire Council in Irvine. Bolstered by public
support from almost 500 signatures obtained
through street campaigning, and not
intimidated by either the surroundings or the
presence of rows of highly paid council
officials and councillors, the argument was put
for young workers to get treated the same
way as other council staff. 

The current practice of paying these
workers £2.73 and hour (just increased to
£3.30) was condemned as insulting, as was
the proposal to increase this to the statutory
minimum wage for under 18 year olds—£3.87
an hour. In the end the councillors felt the
advice of their own officials lacked substance
and ‘called in’ their report for further work.
They committed to inviting our deputation
back for further discussion on pay at the
meeting that will look at the matter again in
the near future.

FOR A LIVING WAGE: (l-r) SSP Ayrshire Organiser Colin Turbett along with young SSP members Logan
Kennedy, Martin Hamilton and Robin McElhone at North Ayrshire Council headquarters

Young SSP members take their case for
proper wages to North Ayrshire Council

by Les Robertson

A MASSIVE victory for people power in
West Dunbartonshire as it has been confirmed
that the latest proposal to close St Martin’s
primary and move St Mary’s and Renton
primary schools into one large super campus
will be thrown out by West Dunbartonshire
Council’s education committee with officers
instructed to rethink their plans for education
in Alexandria and Renton. 

As a party, the SSP not only voiced our
opposition to this proposal but through SSP
councillor Jim Bollan, and SSP and
community activist Drew MacEoghain were
instrumental in defeating it. St Martin’s and
Renton primary schools have been under
threat of closure on numerous occasions the
SSP will continue to pressurise West

Dunbartonshire Council into working with
the community of Renton and the parents
and guardians of the pupils who attend these
schools in order to find a long term solution
to the schools issue. 

This solution must come in the form of the
alternative proposal drawn up by the three
parent councils which would see a new
school built in the grounds of Renton
Primary which would house Renton Primary
school and the language unit, a new build at
St Martins housing St Martin’s primary
school and Riverside Early Education
Centre and some redevelopment works at St
Mary’s primary school. The Dumbarton and
Vale of Leven branch of the SSP, believe that
this is truly what the SSP should be all
about, working in the community and
making real change in real people’s lives!

People power saves West
Dunbartonshire schools
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by Voice Reporter

CHANCELLOR GEORGE
Osborne was forced to retreat
on his planned cuts to tax cred-
its in the Autumn Statement,
due to overwhelming opposi-
tion, exposing the weakness of
the government, and giving
confidence to ordinary people
opposed to austerity. 
Tax credits have become a

vital lifeline for almost five mil-
lion families in Britain’s low-
wage economy—a state subsidy
to boost big businesses prof-
its—and the Tories’ plans to
take this crutch away was a step
too far for many.
Images of a woman—a former

Tory voter, no less—brought to
tears of anger on BBC1’s Ques-
tion Time, accusing the Conserva-
tive panellist and her colleagues
of lying, were a stark reminder of
the consequences of austerity. 
The cuts are so deep that even

traditional Tory supporters are
having second thoughts about
which party to vote for. 

True scale of cuts
The current attacks on junior

doctors are another example as
the true scale of the cuts begins
to bite. Even those who once
considered themselves to be
part of a protected, educated
middle class are coming to re-
alise that there will be no escape
from the impacts of austerity. 
Whilst it was the vote in the

House of Lords to delay the tax
credit cuts that signalled the
death knell of this hated Tory

policy, the fact that Tory MPs
and peers had come out against
these measures are yet more
sign of the cracks in the estab-
lishment that are opening up as
the economic foundations and
social fabric in society are torn
apart by the crisis of capitalism. 
Despite the tax credits retreat,

the rest of Osborne’s Autumn
Statement was laden with at-
tacks. This was very much an
Austerity Statement, with plans
to turn a £74billion deficit into
a £10billion surplus over the
next five years, cutting the state
budget from its 2010 figure of
45 per cent of GDP to 36 per
cent by 2020.
Osbourne claims to be creat-

ing a “low-tax, high-wage econ-

omy” but only one in 40 jobs
created since the economic cri-
sis began is a full-time position.
Despite the deficit elimina-

tion rhetoric, he reality is that
October was the highest for
government borrowing in six
years and public spending is ac-
tually increasing—but while
services fall apart. The Treasury
must borrow no more than £15
billion between now and April
to meet Office for Budget Re-
sponsibility targets.
The tax credits cuts might

have been scrapped, but
£21.5billion was cut from gov-
ernment departments and
£12billion from social security.
As those on housing benefit
heard news of further attacks,
parasitic landlords and million-
aire property developers were
rubbing their hands with glee
and popping open the cham-
pagne in response to the news
provided by their reliable repre-
sentative, the Tory Chancellor.
Most government depart-

ments will suffer between 15
and 40 per cent cuts in the next
five years meaning mass redun-
dancies and shambolic public
services. The Queen, mean-
while, will have been pleased to
hear that she is one of the few

lucky people in Britain—along
with MPs—to receive a pay
rise, with Her Majesty set to
gain 7 per cent more than last
year thanks to bumper profits
from the Crown Estate.
In short, it was another typi-

cal Tory budget statement, filled
with austerity and cuts for the
99 per cent, alongside gifts and
handouts for the 1 per cent. Yet
another Sheriff of Nottingham
budget, robbing from the poor
to give to the rich.
Osborne claimed that his U-

turn on tax credits was thanks to
a change in the forecasts from
the Office for Budget Responsi-
bility (OBR), who allowed the
Chancellor to pull a £27billion
rabbit out of the hat with im-
proved estimates for future tax
receipts and lower debt repay-
ments. Any hubris now on Os-
borne’s part, however, would be
very much misplaced. 
Rather than smugly welcom-

ing the OBR’s forecasts about
the future growth and strength
in the British economy, the Tory
Chancellor might instead want
to focus his attention on the per-
ilous warning signs that are
flashing across the dashboard of
the world economy.

New world slump
From China and the emerging

economies to the fractious Euro-
zone and Middle East: across the
globe, all the signposts are point-
ing towards the imminent danger
of a new world slump. Such a
crisis—even deeper than the
last—would quickly drag down
every country, including Britain. 
As austerity begins to cut to

the bone, socialist ideas will be
back on the agenda, as people
search for a genuine alternative
to this future. The Scottish So-
cialist Party will play a leading
role in the fightback against a
government with absolutely no
democratic mandate in Scotland
for their cuts. The U-turn on tax
credits will be the start of resist-
ance in every city and town that
can shake the Tories and defend
our communities.
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Tories’ tax credits
defeat shifts 

Osborne’s 
cuts target

OH BOY, GEORGE:
as austerity begins
to cut to the bone,

socialist ideas will be
back on the agenda



WORKPLACE
by an HMRC worker

TAX IS not something people
want to pay but if we are to
have a thriving community
with services then tax is a ne-
cessity to help those commu-
nities care for those less well
off. The Tory agenda so far
has been to punish the poor
and give tax breaks to the rich. 
This has been even more

evident since the General
Election in 2015 with each
new story from the Tory press
revelling in how much more
pain can be ditched out to the
working class. 
Many articles have high-

lighted this and yet they con-
tinue to get away with it and
the tax gap has never been
greater. It is obvious that aus-
terity is driven through working
class hearts to destroy the
community spirit that fights the
Tory way at every turn. 
Austerity is an agenda—

£120 billion avoided or evaded
in tax each year would wipe
out the deficit in a heartbeat
and provide extra money for
us to enrich society. 

Moral obligation
With the tax gap at its cur-

rent state you would assume
that a priority would be to keep
local tax offices open and local
knowledge used to get as
much tax as possible from
people due to pay it. In fact you
would think government has a
moral obligation to ensure as
much is collected as possible
to avoid cuts to the poorest but
again we see the Tory way is a
much different path. 
Not the Tories, they have

announced a drastic change
to the tax office structure that
will see over the next five to
ten years office closures on a
massive scale right across the
country, from 170 offices cur-
rently open down to just 13 for
the whole of the UK. In a Scot-
tish context this means that
every single office will close
and only two will remain, a hub

in Glasgow and one in Edin-
burgh with a specialist office in
Gartcosh. Every other office is
to be ripped out of communi-
ties causing mayhem. To steal
a lyric from the Proclaimers:
“Wick no more, Inverness no

more, East Kilbride no more,

Aberdeen no more, Dundee no
more, Bathgate no more,
Cumbernauld no more...” 
Each location will lose hun-

dreds of workers, who in turn
will spend less in the local
communities and this may
drive further job losses by the

surrounding businesses. In
these areas HMRC is a large
employer and the devastation
and worry caused will have a
major knock on effect. 
Workers in the tax offices

are not well paid but they do a
service to us all by trying to
ensure tax is collected despite
the government attacks. 

Tax-dodging cheats
The only people rejoicing at

this will be the likes of Star-
bucks, Vodafone, Gary Barlow
and other tax-dodging cheats. 
HMRC say this is done by

building the future, I can only
assume they meant destroying
the future as quite clearly with
calls waiting up to one hour to
be answered, post taking
months to be dealt with, if at
all, and stress in the workforce
rising at an alarming rate. 
The union within HMRC,

PCS, are looking to fight these
closures but they cannot be ex-
pected to win on their own. For
this to become a successful
campaign then this must be
brought into our communities
and fought as much as possible. 

Tax workers call for
support in jobs fight

It’s time to show solidarity with our comrades in PCS
and to extend a hand to help build a successful
campaign. So how can people help at a practical level: 

• IF you have a tax office in your area contact the local PCS 
branch 

• Contact your local trades union council to let them know 
and gather support

• Lobby your MP to ensure this is open to Parliamentary scrutiny
• Write to MP/HMRC and demand a full public consultation
• Highlight the work of Richard Murphy on The Tax Gap
• Try to get the public on board
• Highlight the devastation to local media
• Speak to local businesses that will be surrounding areas, 
they will lose business and their jobs might be at risk

• Share the E-Petition going around to get as many 
signatures as possible

• On SSP/RISE stalls, have information for the public
• Organise public meetings

These are a few things we can all do to help but the list is
not exhaustive, any ideas should be considered and shared
with comrades in PCS, RISE and SSP anti-cuts movements.
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Show solidarity with PCS comrades

PCS: time to show solidarity
with our trade union comrades



JIMMY REID LECTURE
by Voice Reporter

THE THIRD annual Jimmy
Reid Lecture took place in
Glasgow University on 24
November. A packed audience
of around 1,000 people heard
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon
pay tribute to the former hero
of the UCS Work-In in a
speech titled, ‘Worker’s Rights
are Human Rights’. 
In it she attacked the

government’s anti-trade union
legislation as vindictive and
ideologically motivated and
promised that the Scottish
Government would do all in
its power to oppose it. 
Her speech followed a short

clip of Jimmy Reid’s famous
rectorial address of 1972 on
Alienation; described by the
First Minister as probably the
greatest political speech in
Scotland’s post war history.
There were many other fitting
tributes on the night to Jimmy
Reid in an event organised by
the Jimmy Reid Foundation
and Scottish Left Review. 

Class victory
Jimmy came to prominence

through a series of events in
the early to mid-seventies. 
A leading member of the

Communist Party he was the
public face of the UCS Work-In
on the Clyde during 1971-72. A
brilliant orator, he was the main
spokesperson of the struggle
addressing mass meetings all
over Britain and abroad in
support of the shipyards. 

With the triumph of the
Work-In and the saving of
shipbuilding on the Clyde, it
was the greatest working
class victory in that whole
tumultuous period.
It was during that dispute

that Jimmy was elected by the
students as Rector of Glasgow
University. Usually these
inaugural speeches are fairly
tame events but not this time. 
Speaking without notes on

the topic of alienation he
electrified the audience by his
eloquence and the
intellectual content of the
speech. It would not have

been lost on some of the
great and good assembled in
the palatial Bute Hall that this
speech was being delivered
by a working class shop
steward with little in the way
of formal education. 
The speech was a

sensation and was even re-
produced in full in the New
York Times who described it
as one of the greatest
political speeches of all time. 
Later Jimmy would stand

as Communist Party
candidate in Clydebank in the
October 1974 general
election coming second and
for the Scottish Secretary
position in the AEU trade
union where he lost by 1 per
cent of the vote. 
In 1975 Jimmy

controversially left the
Communist Party and joined
the Labour Party and the left
wing Tribune Group. 
Failing to secure the safe

Labour seat Jimmy began to
drift out of political activity
and attempted a career in the
Scottish media with no great
success. 

The low point came in 1986
when he very publicly
intervened in the Miners
strike against the leadership
of the NUM; a move which
alienated him from most of
the left in Scotland. 
In the 1990s Jimmy began

to rehabilitate himself as kind
of ‘elder statesman’ of the left
with a regular column in the
Glasgow Herald where he
articulated his principled
opposition to New Labour.
Just before the referendum
Jimmy joined the SNP to
show his support for Scottish
Independence. 
In more recent years he

helped launch and edited
Scottish Left Review bringing
together the ideas of self
government and socialism.
When Jimmy died, thousands
lined the streets of Govan to
pay their last respects and
three years ago the Jimmy
Reid Memorial Lectures were
launch delivered by Alec
Salmond, Len McLuskey and
more recently Nicola
Sturgeon. 

Socialist think-tank
Also established was the

Jimmy Reid Foundation; a
socialist think tank dedicated
to producing left policies on a
range of issues affecting
Scotland.

Scottish Left Review has
now become an established
part of the left in Scotland. 
It recently produced its

90th edition and plays an
important role in articulating a
left alternative. It is also a
practical example of left unity
with an editorial board drawn
from members of the Labour
Party, SNP, SSP and others.
Jimmy Reid’s status as a

major figure on the left in
Scotland is assured. 
Despite an number of

personal challenges his
commitment to socialism never
wavered nor his confidence
that one day Scotland would
become a socialist republic.

Join the SSP
Fill in this form and send it to: Scottish Socialist Party, Suite 370, 
4th Floor, Central Chambers, 93 Hope St, Glasgow G2 6LD. Or phone:
07810205747. Or join the SSP online: scottishsocialistparty.org/join-us
g I would like to join the Scottish Socialist Party
g I would like more info on the Scottish Socialist Party
Name........................................................................................
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....................................................................................................
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Email...........................................................................................
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Sturgeon slams
anti-union laws 
at Reid lecture
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by Bill Bonnar

BOMBING SYRIA is not a strategy. It is
what you do when you don’t have a strategy.
The government want to use the bombings in
Paris as an excuse to start a bombing cam-
paign. This is represents a cynical piece of
manipulation and emotional blackmail. Any
such decision will have little to do with
events in France. The government have been
pushing for this for months because they are
under intense pressure from the United States
to do so. Paris represents a useful excuse. 

The government’s case for bombing fails to
answer two central questions. How will esca-
lating the war in Syria lead to a ceasefire and
peace negotiations all agree are necessary to
end this conflict? How will bombing Syria
make the country safer from acts of terrorism? 

The answer to both questions is that it
won’t. The purpose of the various bombing
campaigns has been to intervene in the civil
war on one side or the other to ensure that
side triumphs and the interests of the bomb-
ing country is advanced. At the same time
a bombing campaign would have done
nothing to prevent the Paris attacks and
only fuel the desire for further attacks. 

Western interventions
This is simply the latest stage in a series of

disastrous western interventions in the region.
The attack on the Iraq effectively destroyed
that country, made it a haven for Islamic ter-
rorists which was unheard of before, caused
a civil war almost without end and fuelled an
enormous refugee crisis. The misguided at-
tack on Libya destroyed the country with
similar outcomes. The intervention in Syria
has fuelled a bitter, many sided civil war and
the biggest humanitarian crisis this century. 

The alleged purpose of the bombing
would be to ‘degrade and destroy’ ISIS yet
there is no evidence that this has been the
case so far. One claim has been that 20,000
ISIS combatants have been killed. 

Leaving aside the fanciful nature of this
assertion how many of this 20,000 were ac-
tually innocent civilians in the wrong place
at the wrong time? And how many of the
sons, daughters, husbands and wives of
those killed will now flock to ISIS looking
for revenge against the terrorism rained
down on them from the sky? 

There is also an element incredible
hypocrisy in the these actions. As the de-
mand for military action grows so does the
evidence of western collaboration with
ISIS. It is known for a fact that Turkey has
been covertly supporting ISIS in their on-
going struggle with Kurdish rebels in the
region and buys significant amounts of oil
from them. Evidence also suggests that in
the early years of the Syrian civil war the
United States enthusiastically supplied ISIS
with weapons in their ‘heroic’ struggle
against the Assad regime. 

Of course there is a major precedence for
this. During the Soviet occupation of
Afghanistan the United States helped or-
ganise, support and finance the Taliban in-
cluding Osama Bin Laden helping to turn it
into the major force it is today. 

This support only ended during the post
soviet civil war between the Taliban and the
Northern Alliance. Both armies were basi-
cally a set of medieval, women hating bar-
barians. The United States sided with the
latter because they were more corrupt and
a bit less ideological and therefore more
likely to do deals with Washington. 

As the demands for intervention build so
does the anti-war movement with demon-
strations, petitions, mass meetings and cam-

paigning all over the country. They recognise
what many people in Britain instinctively
know. Such intervention will not bring an
end to the conflict in Syria and will not make
them any safer from terrorism. The opposite
will be the case. British involvement will fol-
low its own logic towards escalation. Be-
sides the public, post Iraq, are sensitive to
government lies on such matters. 

Labour playing party politics
In Scotland, the government has already

set its face against intervention and reflects
overwhelming public opinion. The Labour
Party, as ever, are in crisis on the issue and
have turned it into a kind of virility test on
whether Jeremy Corbyn has what it takes to
make ‘tough’ decisions and prove he is prime
minister material. That many Labour MPs
and most of the Shadow Cabinet are prepared
to play internal party politics with such a cru-
cial issue will not be lost on many. 

The Scottish Socialist Party, with others
on the left, will campaign solidly against the
bombing of Syria. The ending of all foreign
intervention and a political settlement is the
only way forward. In the meantime the
Scottish people will continue to hold out the
hand of friendship to Syrian refugees; the
principle victims of terror in that country.

Bombing won’t bring peace in
Syria or security in Scotland

DON’T BOMB SYRIA: 
anti-war demo,
Edinburgh, 2 Dec 2015
PHOTO: Craig Maclean
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Book Review: Break the Chains of
poverty pay, casual labour and
exploitation by Richie Venton.
Available now from the SSP, £7.99
(solidarity price £9.99)

by Colin Turbett

EVERY NOW and again a book or pam-
phlet makes a profound difference to the
growth of a political party or movement. 

Using examples (uncritically) from the
socialist movement in the UK, the publica-
tion in 1970 by the International Socialists
of The Employers Offensive – Productivity
deals and How to Fight Them helped turn
a small Trotskyist organisation composed
mainly of students into a small party (the
SWP) with a modest network of factory
branches throughout industry. 

Similarly Liverpool – A City That Dared
to Fight published in 1988 helped turn the
experience of Militant comrades in one area
of Britain into a nationwide party able to re-
spond tactically to the imposition of the
Poll Tax in Scotland a few years later, lay-
ing the foundations of our own SSP. 

There are many other such examples na-
tionally and internationally—with the
works of Lenin, written to influence history
as it happened, taking primacy of place.
Some small parties including those who
consider themselves on the left, in contrast,
rely on slogans and are weakened by a
poverty of theory and explanation. Richie

Venton’s new book Break the Chains stands
in the best traditions of fighting socialist lit-
erature and if used properly by comrades
and sold widely, will help our own influ-
ence and growth—and along with it the
electoral success of RISE in May 2016. 

Richie is of course well known to readers
of Voice as the National Trade Union and
West of Scotland organiser of the SSP. He
is also well known to trade union and so-
cialist activists throughout the country as a
good friend and source of valued solidarity
when involved in dispute and struggle. and
has been consulted many times by workers
in struggle on tactics needed to achieve jus-
tice through victory both before and since. 

Socialist argument
Richie is an amazingly hard worker and

advocate for the party, and a leading work-
place based activist within his own industry
and trade union Usdaw. He brings all this
experience to bear in this new book that un-
derpins the socialist argument for a £10-an-
hour minimum wage. 

As Richie explains as the book pro-
gresses, the Living Wage argument does not
stand alone—it links to the way workers,
both men and women, are presently divided
and oppressed by the Tories (and their
Labour government predecessors) and the
class they represent—whether through ar-
guments about profitability and national
debt, the place of migrant workers, privati-
sation and attacks on the public sector, zero

hours contracts and casualisation, the
poverty of the nationalist solutions of the
SNP—or how things could be much, much
better in a truly democratically organised
socialist society. 

Whilst the book explains how industrial
defeat and the apparent widespread accept-
ance of neoliberal ideas have weakened
workers’ movements since the days of Mar-
garet Thatcher, the working class are far
from dead—the ruling class know that and
are not as confident as they sometimes seem. 

The near victory of the independence
movement in Scotland (with the SSP an im-
portant force making the case for socialism
and social justice), nearly torpedoed the
British State. History, as amply demon-
strated in this book, is on our side. 

Richie’s extensively researched and won-
derfully stated arguments could never have
fitted into a pamphlet (his original intention)
and so we have a book! One of the review-
ers of the draft compared it in terms of scope
and detail to Owen Jones’ The Establish-
ment, and this is entirely accurate as well as
a testament to its value for socialists. 

The difference with Jones’ book (won-
derful though it is) is that Richie’s contains
argument designed for use in workplaces,
trade union branches and within commu-
nity campaigns that fight back against the
establishment—and don’t just describe its
desperate inadequacies and corruption. 

The book is due out this week—buy it,
read it and sell it!

BREAK THE CHAINS
of poverty pay, casual labour and exploitation
A comprehensively researched, very readable explanation of the
workings of capitalism – this book is a clarion call to all with a
social conscience to break the chains of exploitation inherent to
capitalism, painting a picture of the new world we need to win.

Order your copy now! Send your name and address with a
cheque payable to ‘Scottish Socialist Party’ for £9.99 or £11.99
(prices include p+p) to: Scottish Socialist Party, Suite 370, 
Central Chambers, 93 Hope Street, Glasgow G2 6LD

£7.99 (solidarity price £9.99)

ScottishSocialistParty.org

New book offers roadmap for resistance
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