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THE TWO FACES OF
SCOTTISH LABOUR
“A Corbyn victory
would leave Labour
carping from the
sidelines for years” 
Kezia Dugdale
Scottish Labour leader
2 August 2015

“I hope that those
who were lost to

Labour in the past
will start to listen

again as both
Jeremy and I put

forward radical
policies” 

Kezia Dugdale 
Scottish Labour leader

12 September 2015
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by Sandra Webster, 
SSP national co-spokesperson

LOOKING AT social media at the
moment. It is full of people’s memories
of when we were on the eve of the
referendum, one year ago. We were all
tired but on fire at the thoughts we dared
to dream—of an independent Scotland,
which had the potential to transform the
society we lived in. 

I was so inspired by the vision so many
of us shared. Those behind the No
campaign may try to make us believe
that the battle has been lost but we are
waking up to the fact that the referendum
was only a skirmish. The opportunity for a
kinder, fairer society is still within reach. 

For evidence of this, we need look no
further than the truly grassroots
campaign that is emerging to offer
practical support to refugees and those
who want to make Europe their home. 

We all want what’s best for our families.
Why would anyone send their loved ones
on a leaky boat, knowing the dangers,
unless there was no other option? 

The government would have us
believe folk are “economic migrants”,
and have spun this rhetoric, demonising
migrants and refugees, just as they have
the poor and disabled. 

Something wonderful has happened
though. People are rebelling and are
reaching out to other human beings.
Throughout Scotland and the rest of the
UK, local support groups are being set
up, collecting all kinds of essential
supplies from baby slings to canned food. 

Practical help for refugees
Students at Stirling are a collection

point, and one of our own comrades
Maria Feenie is one of the organisers in
her local community—she plans to go to
the refugee camps in Calais to offer the
practical help people may need. 

This spirit of reaching out beyond all
boundaries is part of what the indyref
was all about. We want independence
for Scotland as a right of self-
determination but we will always have
an international perspective, and desire
connection with others across the world. 

Jim Sillars mentioned that instead of
nuclear weapons, Scotland should have
mercy ships to offer support to where it is
needed. This grassroots movement is
part of this. Former SSP MSP Rosie
Kane, who has tirelessly campaigned for

refugees for many years, has emphasised
the need for there to be support for those
moving to Scotland. Offering a room is
just the beginning—those coming to
Scotland will require support from
services to make Scotland their home. 

Many of us reading this article are the
ancestors of economic migrants, many
from Ireland, and we know the struggles
our families experienced and still
experience today. We know though that
Scotland will be a richer place for the
new people who choose to make this
their home. One of the reasons for this is
that, as a nation, we have become more
politically aware. Sit in any public place
and you will hear people speak about
TTIP, benefit reform, trade union laws. 

We were encouraged to envision the
referendum debate as a conversation
and many of us grew in confidence and
learned our opinions are valued. 

Unfortunately, this newly politicised
public are feared by the Westminster
government, and the Scottish
Government has done little to engage us
once again. Where are the debates
about the kind of Scotland we want
outside parliament? We are awake now,

and want our voices to be heard. Our
refusal to accept the Tory government’s
narrative about “economic migrants” are
a testament to this. I hope this is only
the beginning, and the start of the
fightback against the demonisation of
the poor, and the fightback against the
trade union laws and benefit cuts which
will have so much impact on our lives. 

Grassroots movement
The action by so many people in our

communities demonstrates that the
grassroots movement is already here,
and we won’t be told what to believe. 

The shift began in Scotland with the
Yes campaign, where we found our
voices. We are a galvanised society,
hungry for change. The feelings of many
have been made public in our reaching
out to those fleeing oppression,
remembering we are all humans. 

This is the legacy of the Yes
campaign; still alive and flourishing a
year after what was meant to be a
defeat but the reality is—we won. We all
won. I have faith in the future, and faith
in Scotland to do the right thing always.
Let’s support those who strive for this.

Why the indyref
changed us all

POSITIVELY YES: the shift began in Scotland with the Yes campaign, where we found our voices.
We are a galvanised society, hungry for change. The feelings of many have been made public in our
reaching out to those fleeing oppression, remembering we are all humans     PHOTO: Craig Maclean
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by Ken Ferguson

ANTI-UNION LAWS that
would be the envy of any tyrant,
escalating attacks on the poor
which literally starve thousands,
poverty pay, and yet more war.
That, one year after the referen-
dum, is the reality of the sup-
posed “pooling and sharing”
promised by Better Together. 
In the year gone past Scot-

land is changed utterly politi-
cally with the almost full
spectrum dominance of the SNP
and virtual destruction of
Labour in May. Polls indicate a
growing support for a second
referendum and a Yes vote. 
For the dominant party, the

SNP, buoyed by a massive vic-
tory in May, opinion polls show-
ing them favourites for Holyrood
next year and surging member-
ship both the opportunities and
responsibilities are great. 
Their very dominance means

that they carry the hopes and ex-
pectations of thousand on their
shoulders. Of course, the topic
of the moment is if and when a
second independence referen-
dum could and should be held. 
As the polls indicate growing

Yes support and the thousands
who joined the SNP for just that
purpose press for it, the SNP
leadership appear to be shifting
from their cautious “once in a
generation” line to contemplat-
ing a qualified commitment in
next year’s SNP manifesto. 

Second referendum
It is of course entirely sensible

to plan a second referendum at
a point when it is reasonably
clear that it can be won but this
should not preclude a statement
that it is the right of the Scottish
people—via Holyrood—and not
Westminster to determine if and
when such a poll can take place. 
In passing, it is worth noting

that both the Prime Minster and
newly elected Labour leader Cor-
byn oppose such a proposition. 
However elsewhere the SNP

faces potential challenges. The
recent announcement of the re-

introduction of testing in schools
is a concession to the Tories. 
The much discussed “attain-

ment gap” has far more to do
with poverty and deprivation than
anything that classroom tests can
reveal and it is notable that earlier
pledges by the SNP to abolish
poverty have been shelved. 
Police Scotland is simply a

disaster with armed police and
the M9 horror while air passen-
ger duty cuts exacerbate climate
change and the knee is bowed to
the EU on CalMac privatisation. 
Most importantly SNP coun-

cils are imposing cuts which cost
jobs and services which belie the
party’s “anti-austerity” pitch
under the impact of both the
Council Tax freeze and Tory cuts.
Here a change is urgently needed. 
Of course, excited commen-

tators now speculate that the
new Corbyn UK Labour will re-
vive its Scottish branch office
and seriously challenge the SNP
from the left. But the reality is
that Corbyn faces major chal-

lenges from his own MPs while
here in Scotland the party is
well to the right on a range of
issues from “something for
nothing” welfare to nuclear
weapons. 
Most local branches did not

back Corbyn and neither Dug-
dale or lone MP Murray voted
for him. 
Scottish Labour is a right

wing shell with perhaps two at
a stretch three left wingers on
their Holyrood benches. 
Centrally, Corbyn has set

himself apart from the thou-
sands who campaigned and
voted for Yes last year and who
remain active, mobilised and
seeking a way ahead. 
His dismissal of another ref-

erendum in truly colonial style
and opposition to further Holy-
rood powers and independence
are major obstacles to his influ-
ence in Scotland. 
Last year’s independence

campaign engaged thousands
ranging from RIC and Women

for Independence, Green Yes
and the Scottish Socialist Party
and it is from that energy that
the pressure for not just inde-
pendence but for a different so-
cially just Scotland will come. 
It is from this that the forma-

tion of RISE Scotland’s Left Al-
liance has come and which is
now rapidly developing local
‘circles’ across Scotland in the
wake of a highly successful
launch last month. RISE draws
on the hard-won experience of
SSP activists among others,
forces drawn in through a vari-
ety of campaigns and of course
from that big group the non
party socialists. 
Inspired by both the mass en-

ergy of last year’s indy cam-
paign and examples from
progressive movements across
the planet it aims to ensure a pro-
gressive pro indy left group is re-
turned to Holyrood next year. 

Red-green alternative
Its success will hinge on the

extent to which it can fashion an
alliance around a real red-green
alternative with policies that ad-
dress both the national question
and central issues such a housing,
poverty, jobs and environmental
challenges such as fracking. 
For RISE to make a serious

impact and start the move to-
wards an entirely different peo-
ple before profit society it will
need to challenge both the cau-
tion of the SNP and the conser-
vatism of Labour with a radical
social and environmental vision
based on people’s needs and
drawn from peoples experience. 
Such a vision can, on next

year’s regional lists vote, return
a group of pro-independence
socialists which will strengthen
both the independence and anti-
austerity campaigns.

Scotland faces bitter fruits
of the No vote, one year on

SING WHEN YOU’RE
WINNING: Scottish Labour
reject Jim Murphy struggles
to hear Corbyn’s rendition
of God Save the Queen
PHOTO: Craig Maclean

SING WHEN YOU’RE
WINNING: Scottish Labour
reject Jim Murphy struggles
to hear Corbyn’s rendition
of God Save the Queen
PHOTO: Craig Maclean
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NUJ Scottish Organiser
Paul Holleran surveys the
media scene

WHILE THE business of pub-
lishing newspapers is still a
profitable pastime there is no
denying it is at a crossroads and
depending on certain decisions
it can stem the current down-
ward spiral or plummet into ter-
minal decline. 
It’s not breaking news, the

pool of newspaper buyers has
evaporated steadily for decades.
In the years between 1961-73
total circulation of national and
popular newspapers declined
from between 7.6 per cent and
10.9 per cent respectively. 
By 1973 it was estimated that

1.75 million newspapers were
bought in Scotland every day.
Available figures show the
Scottish Daily Express sold a
massive 571,000 a day, sur-
passed only by the Daily
Record, with sales of 589,000
every day. 
At the same time the Dundee

Courier had sales of 126,000
and Aberdeen Press and Jour-
nal 104,000, while east and
west coast city rivals The Scots-
man and The Herald sold more
than 80,000 each. 
There has been some notable

attempts to grow or salvage el-
ements of the industry from the
mid ’70s with varying degrees
of success. 
When the Scottish Daily Ex-

press decided to close its doors

with the loss of around 1800
jobs a workers co-operative set
up The Scottish Daily News
which initially sold over
300,000 a day in the first week. 
The history of this exciting, if

inexorably doomed venture, is a
must read. Books by Ron
Mackay and Brian Barr and an-
other by the Convenor Alistair
Mackie are fascinating tales of
ambition, madness and bravery
as the workers struggled against
the wiles and ruthlessness of
media barons Maxwell and
Beaverbrook. 
More recent experiments in

creating new titles have so far
met with some success. In 1999
Scottish Media Group worked
with the NUJ in setting up a
“lower cost” Sunday Herald
with a target sales figure of
50,000 which it met and sus-
tained. Now owned by
Newsquest (a subsidiary of US
media giant Gannett) it has
since seen its circulation
boosted dramatically when it
stood alone in the mainstream
media in supporting a Yes vote
during the Scottish independ-
ence campaign. 
Newsquest also worked with

the NUJ with encouragement
from the SNP government in
creating The National. This was
at a time when more job cuts

were planned and industrial ac-
tion was in the offing, but the
argument to grow the company
portfolio instead won the day
and a new daily, independence
supporting, title was launched. 
However those of us working

in the media live in interesting
if not dangerous times and the
continuing fall in circulations
and advertising revenues in par-
ticular, continue to lead to de-
mands for contraction instead of
growth. 
Since October 2014 NUJ of-

ficials and reps have been bat-
tling to save jobs across the
industry. Newsquest have re-
turned three times during that
nine month period for savings
and cuts; Media Scotland (Daily
Record/S&UN) with two lots of
redundancies, with some senior
editorial staff having left the
company recently. 

Severe cuts
What’s left of the Scottish

Daily Express/Daily Star at the
start of the year also faced se-
vere cuts, with many staff strug-
gling to see how they can
continue to produce their Scot-
tish editions with the skeleton
workforce that remains. 
News International have cut

jobs at The Sun and Johnston
Press are restructuring down-
wards, with more redundancies
expected as The Scotsman titles
struggle to meet budget targets. 
Many people ask why the de-

cline is so fast and steep and
there many answers. 
The change in advertising

patterns with papers competing
with the broadcast media and of
course many companies, local
government and charities run-
ning their own web sites. 
The switch by the public to

reading their news online in-
stead of on newsprint is another. 
The growth of digital media

is at least one of the brighter

lights at the end of the tunnel al-
though some people see it as the
train coming leading to a faster
demise. Although the current
increasing online revenues are
being held up as a good sign,
they do not compare with what
has been lost in newsprint ad-
vertising in recent years. 
Companies like Johnston

Press were returning massive
profits in the region of 50 per
cent-plus in some years. 
No mean feat when you con-

sider the oil industry figures at
their height came nowhere near
that level. However poor invest-
ment decisions have drastically
set the company back. 

Ongoing mistakes
The NUJ is working hard to

protect jobs and the industry
which we believe is essential to
local democracy and accounta-
bility, but change is needed. 
Change that brings restored

trust between the press/media
and public and helps reverse
falling circulations. Some titles
have already shown how to do
that, while others have failed to
learn from ongoing mistakes. 
The union’s development of a

Modern Apprenticeship in Dig-
ital Journalism will go some
way to help boost online growth
in all online media, not just
MSM but also in community
media hubs around the country. 
Sensible engagement with the

union in restructuring and
growing online news is some-
thing that is working but com-
panies have to be a bit braver
and patient, not jumping into
make cuts without putting alter-
natives in place. 
The survival of a healthy

media is important to jobs but
also democracy and education
and the Scottish people must
continue to demand the highest
standards of journalism at all
levels.

A healthy Scottish media
is essential for democracy
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by Colin Fox, SSP national
co-spokesperson

“JEREMY CORBYN is a
thoroughly decent man. Every-
one who has met him would de-
scribe him this way,” said the
former Greek Finance Minister
Yanis Varoufakis, interviewed
on Channel Four News recently. 
Asked if he saw any similar-

ities between the new Labour
leader’s election and Syriza’s
victory in January he said he
saw the same elation but
warned, “this exuberance has
to be channelled into a strong
political defence in the face of
an establishment onslaught.” 
There are also important

warnings for Corbyn in
Syriza’s collapse in the way
Alexis Tsipras gave up con-
fronting international capital-
ism and ended up managing it
in Greece. Syriza, like Labour,
is a coalition where the social-
ist left was very weak. 

Scottish Labour
Whilst Jeremy Corbyn’s vic-

tory was cheered across Scot-
land, not least for the drubbing
he handed out to his Blairite
opponents, it was achieved
with little support within the
Scottish Labour Party. 
Scotland’s sole Labour MP

Ian Murray didn’t vote for him.
Neither did Scottish leader
Kezia Dugdale, nor did most
constituency parties. And the
weakness of his ‘Campaign for
Socialism’ faction in the party
was again demonstrated when
he had to staff his Shadow
Cabinet with MPs who don’t
support his political views. 
He has very few allies in the

Parliamentary Labour Party, as
was again demonstrated by the
cool reception he received at
his first meeting as leader. This
does not augur well for Cor-

byn’s leadership. So despite
the overwhelming scale of his
victory the fact is he faces huge
opposition within his own party.
And it remains to be seen how
many of those non-members
who spent £3 to vote for him will
actually join the Labour Party to
help strengthen his position in
the teeth of considerable en-
mity from the party machine
that did not want him to win. 
Reports suggest he and his

deputy Tom Watson intend to
spend one day a month in Scot-
land to rebuild Labour’s sup-
port. He will have his work cut
out for him since he does not
support self-determination for
Scotland or more powers for
Holyrood. He is not therefore in
touch with progressive opinion
here far less the pro-indy left
looking for a political home. 
In trying to reposition his

party to the left of the SNP ,as
he must, he faces a nation with
widespread disdain for Labour
and equally wide illusions in
Nicola Sturgeon. And as if to il-
lustrate how ridiculously irra-
tional those illusions have

become a mural unveiled this
week at the Edinburgh South
Yes Café depicted the First
Minister as Che Guevara—to-
gether with black beret and a
yellow SNP logo where his red
star once sat. It would appear
some people have either been
on the wacky-baccy or know
nothing about the politics of the
SNP leader or Cuba’s famous
revolutionary socialist icon. 
Fortunately not everyone in

Scotland has taken such leave
of their senses. The Scottish
Socialist Party realises the
challenges Corbynmania and
Nicolamania pose but we also
recognise that support for the
SNP will not remain at this
level as the contradictions
within its neo-liberal economic
programme and social demo-
cratic rhetoric are exposed. 
That’s why we were instru-

mental in launching RISE –
Scotland’s Left Alliance last
month to present a more effec-
tive alternative to Labour and
the SNP. 
RISE is the most important

left unity project in Scotland

since the launch of the SSP’s
predecessor the Scottish So-
cialist Alliance 20 years ago.
Local branches, or ‘circles’, are
now being established through-
out Scotland. RISE (Respect,
Independence, Socialism and
Environmental justice) aims to
win seats in next years Holy-
rood elections and will present
a bold socialist programme
favouring a second referendum. 
This issue features promi-

nently in Jim Sillars’s new book
In Place of Failure. The former
MP and SNP Deputy Leader
makes the case for a second
referendum, a new electoral
mandate in 2016 and for a ‘float-
ing date’ chosen when the polls
clearly indicate victory is likely. 
With the anniversary of the

2014 referendum falling this
week many seem to think vic-
tory in a second vote is a fore-
gone conclusion. They are
mistaken. The Independence
movement cannot afford such
complacency because the les-
sons of last year’s defeat have
not yet been learned as Jim
Sillars’s book makes clear.

Political stalemate
Moreover David Cameron

only agreed to the last referen-
dum because he was confident
he would win, as indeed he did,
he will not be so amenable next
time if the polls show inde-
pendence is supported by a
majority. The political stalemate
in Catalonia illustrates the
case. The Spanish government
refuses to allow the Catalans
an independence referendum
because it knows it would lose. 
Building a mass movement

for an independent socialist
Scotland, a modern, democratic
republic remains the key task
for the left. And the first part of
that challenge involves winning
seats at Holyrood next year.

Corbynmania and Nicolamania
Where now for the socialist left in Scotland?

COLIN FOX: the SSP were
instrumental in launching RISE –
Scotland’s Left Alliance in August,
to present a more effective
alternative to Labour and the SNP
PHOTO: Craig Maclean
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by Richie Venton, Scottish
Socialist Party national
trade union organiser

WE SUBMIT these comments
on the Trade Union Bill and as-
sociated ‘consultations’ in the
full knowledge that the Tory
regime has little or no intention
of heeding the submissions of
the trade union movement and
its political allies. 
These fake consultations are

an exercise in deceit; camou-
flage for a government with no
popular majority mandate to im-
pose the most repressive anti-
worker legislation for several
decades, certainly since the re-
viled days of Margaret Thatcher,
perhaps even since the notorious
1901 Taff Vale Act. 

Human rights 
Taken separately and together,

the measures in the Bill—and
supplementary legislation being
proposed without having to pass
primary legislation—should ex-
clude the UK from being signa-
tories to the ILO, European
Human Rights and other decla-
rations of democracy. 
As the Cameron government

is fully aware—and doubtless
proud of—the existing tranche

of anti-union laws initiated by
their 1980s predecessors, al-
ready make the UK the most re-
pressive, in terms of workplace
rights, of any western state. 
Now you threaten to add to

the levels of dictatorship by
capital suffered by the working
people who create society’s
wealth and frontline services. 
The proposed threshold of a

50 per cent turnout in any union
ballot is an effrontery to democ-
racy, coming from a Business
Secretary who only won 38 per
cent of the vote in his seat; a
parliament with 331 MPs
elected by a minority. 
The further high hurdle of 40

per cent of all eligible voters in
what has now been redefined as
“important public services”—
plus workers who are “ancil-
lary” to them—flies in the face
of the ILO rulings that “only the
votes cast should count”. 
The two hurdles combined are

especially offensive when, if ap-
plied to the recent Westminster
elections, would have barred 270
Tory MPs and 50 per cent of the
Tory Cabinet from office. 
The only countries who apply

such multiple obstacles to a
simple, democratic vote by ma-
jority in the unions are Bulgaria

and Romania. Are those now
the models to be emulated? 
Instead of throwing up such

outrageous obstacles to demo-
cratic decision-making, laws
should be drafted to facilitate
workplace union meetings—
during working hours—fol-
lowed by votes, and safe, secure
methods of online voting. Max-
imising participation by allow-
ing the unions to meet, debate
and function would be true
progress. The Trade Union Bill
is its mirror opposite. 
It’s a charter for ballot rig-

ging. Stipulations for ballot
forms giving “reasonably clear
details of the matters in issue in
the trade dispute”; “the types of
industrial action”; and “the pe-
riods within which action is ex-
pected” are all designed to earn
fortunes for company lawyers
who will crawl all over the bal-
lot process to subvert union
members’ decisions; to clog up
the courts with challenges to
majority votes; and to give em-
ployers an even greater monop-
oly of power, by giving them
time to prepare counter-mea-
sures to undermine the impact

of workers exercising their
human, democratic right to
withhold their labour. 
Having to give not just seven

but now 14 days’ notice of action
likewise hands employers the
power to neuter any actions by
employees, even when they’ve
overcome the outrageous thresh-
olds imposed on them. 
In that context, the proposals

to repeal the ban on use of
Agency workers as replacement
labour during industrial action
are particularly pernicious. 

‘Scab or be sacked’
This ban has been in opera-

tion since 1973—including right
throughout the Thatcher days! 
It is designed to dragoon some

of the most vulnerable work-
ers—those whose numbers have
ballooned during the Coalition
and now Tory governments—
and put a legal gun to their head
with the ‘choice’ of ‘scab or be
sacked’. All to undermine wages
and conditions, and add to the
mass precariousness of work in
‘modern’ Britain.
Tory government proposals

on picketing are measures a po-

RESIST TORY ATTACKS
SSP submission on 2015 trade union bill
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Join the SSP
Fill in this form and send it to: Scottish Socialist Party, Suite 370, 
4th Floor, Central Chambers, 93 Hope St, Glasgow G2 6LD. Or phone:
07810205747. Or join the SSP online: scottishsocialistparty.org/join-us
g I would like to join the Scottish Socialist Party
g I would like more info on the Scottish Socialist Party
Name........................................................................................
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....................................................................................................
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THE SSP is the socialist contingent of Scotland’s trade
union movement. We have a vision of a democracy that is
real and concrete, with fully functioning, free trade unions;
full recognition and negotiating rights for unions in any
workplace, regardless of size, where workers join unions;
restoration of collective bargaining across the board; the
constitutional right to strike after a simple majority vote at
union meetings (supplemented by secure online voting
measures); the right to show solidarity with fellow
workers; the right to strike against political measures that
affect workers’ lives; freedom of speech without
victimisation; the right to peaceful protest and picketing;
and a whole package of measures to introduce workplace
democracy instead of the rule of fear encouraged by this
and previous anti-working class governments. 

SSP’s vision for democracy
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lice state wouldn’t be ashamed
of. They aim to make criminals
of working people with the
courage of their convictions and
a readiness to defend their com-
munities and work colleagues.
Your ‘Consultation on Intim-

idation of Non-Striking Work-
ers’ is a grotesque exercise in
spin and loaded language. The
Carr Inquiry was set up in 2014
to dredge up any evidence of
picket line intimidation to jus-
tify such criminalisation. It
failed; no evidence was found! 
Now the conversion of Codes

of Conduct into criminal law on
limits of six to a picket line,
plus insistence on Picket Super-
visors with ID, letters to give
the police “or any other person
who reasonably asks”, and sim-
ilar heavy-handed regulations
have nothing to do with law,
order or social justice, every-
thing to do with trampling on
civil and human rights. 

Orwellian demands
Bogus consultation on a new

criminal offence of “intimida-
tion on picket lines”, and ludi-
crous demands for details of
what loudspeakers, banners or
props are to be used on future
protests, are equally dangerous
attacks on democracy.
And to cap it all, the Or-

wellian demand for 14 days’ no-
tice of use of social media and
“what blogs and websites will
set out”, are all too similar to
the internationally condemned
repressive measures of the likes
of regimes in China, Russia or
Middle East autocracies. 
New draconian powers for the

Trade Union Certification Offi-
cer to interfere in the internal af-
fairs and decisions of unions,
including the power to order
seizure of union documents and
membership lists, and interro-
gate union officers, are police

measures that not even Thatcher
dared to try. And with the added
sick joke of this dictatorial exer-
cise being funded from special
levies on... the unions! 
Any state claiming to be mod-

ern, or democratic, should have
the right to be in a union, and the
right of that union to freely
function on behalf of its mem-
bers, inscribed in a written con-
stitution. The attacks on union
facility time and other function-
ing, including the checkoff sys-
tem of collecting union subs, are
anathema to democracy. 
The SSP unashamedly calls not

only for outright opposition to
your Trade Union Bill and associ-
ated regulations, but for the repeal
of all existing anti-union laws. 
To that end we will continue

to demand devolution of em-
ployment legislation—as well

as the minimum wage—to the
Scottish parliament. That would
be a democratic advance on par-
liamentary dictatorship over
Scotland by a Tory government
that only won the support of 10
per cent of the Scottish regis-
tered electorate. 
We have no belief that a Tory

party and Tory MPs with ab-
solutely no understanding of the
daily lives and struggles to sur-
vive endured by millions of peo-
ple have any ability or intention
of listening to pleas for mercy. 

Defy and defeat
So this submission is in part

more of a public notice that we
will do all in our powers as trade
unionists and community ac-
tivists to obstruct, defy and de-
feat any of the vicious,
repressive measures proposed by

the Trade Union Bill and its sub-
sidiary regulations. The govern-
ment has no mandate. There is
not a shred of evidence that any
of these laws are necessary. 
The past 30 years of brutal re-

pression of workers’ rights in
Britain have been instrumental in
creating one shocking fact: GDP
has doubled in the past 30 years,
and the number of people living
below the breadline in that same
time-span has likewise doubled. 
Just as the arrogance of Tory

mis-rule stirred up the mass
politicisation of the Scottish peo-
ple during and since the referen-
dum, so too we are confident
your attacks on the trade union
movement and working people
will trigger resistance that will
leave the architects of these Tory
attacks to rue the day they tried
to wipe out workers’ rights.

ON OUR TRADE UNIONS

THE TORIES WILL RUE THE DAY...
we will do all in our powers as trade
unionists and community activists
to obstruct, defy and defeat any of
the vicious, repressive measures
proposed by the Trade Union Bill 
PHOTO: Craig Maclean
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by Liam McLaughlin

WITH THE first anniversary of the
referendum now upon us, igniting feelings
of nostalgia and increasing want for a re-
run—coupled with the sensational result
in the Labour leadership as Corbynmania
swept all before it, killing New Labour
stone dead—it would come as no surprise
to me that this article won’t be the most
sought after in this edition of the Voice. 
However, the issues that lie herein are

vitally important for progressives of all
strands in Scotland, and in particular for
our party, as we look ahead in earnest to
next year’s Scottish Parliament elections. 
Scotland has changed beyond all

recognition since the SNP majority win in
2011, and in no area of government policy
can these changes be seen more clearly
than in the areas of policing and justice. 
The creation of Police Scotland was the

most significant change to policing in
Scotland’s history as we replaced the
previous system of eight regional forces.
Against a backdrop of sweeping austerity
cuts from Westminster, meagrely passed
on by the SNP administration at Holyrood,
Police Scotland was to be yet another
case of big “efficiency savings”. 

National scandal
What we’ve seen however has been

nothing short of a national scandal. From
the tragic death of two civilians trapped in
a car notified to police three days
previously, the as of yet unexplained
death in custody of Kirkcaldy man Sheku
Bayoh, the widespread use of stop and
search including on children despite
parliamentary assurances this practice
would stop, the unilateral arming of
officers on regular patrols (an issue
covered by the Voice before any of the
mainstream press), the criminalisation of
young football fans through the Offensive
Behaviour at Football Act, and a culture of
fear and unaccountability have led to
record low levels of both staff morale and
public confidence in our police force. 
With a new First Minister, and a new

Justice Secretary since 2011, Michael
Matheson and the Scottish Government
have proved themselves as willing to
listen on some issues such as the
scrapping of plans for a women’s “super

prison” and changes to corroboration in
courts. But on the whole, the party has
refused to acknowledge the vast
challenges we face in this area, let alone
setting out to implement desperately
needed reforms. 
For progressives like us in the Scottish

Socialist Party, this leaves us with both a
massive responsibility but also a massive
opportunity to shape and drive policy in
this area, particularly with a Holyrood
election fast approaching. 
It has been a really important and

strenuous task I’ve been undertaking over
the last few months as I began a
comprehensive and wide-ranging review
of party policy in this area. Looking both
at existing policies and how they relate to
the Scotland of 2015, as well as looking to
expand and address issues arising since
our last party manifesto in 2011, some of
which are mentioned above. 
This report has now been completed to

a first draft and has been sent to the party
executive for further discussion. It is my
hope that this paper will soon be sent
round branches for even more debate
and ideas in time for next year’s election
as we seek to play a leading role in the
re-election of socialist MSPs as
Scotland’s socialist party in RISE –
Scotland’s Left Alliance. 
With a wide scale public acceptance

of problems within the areas of justice
and policing, it is crucial for me that we
make these issues at the front and
centre of our campaign next year. The
polls are suggesting another SNP

majority government may be on the
horizon but it’s clear to many that the
current situation with regards to our
police force and justice system is simply
unsustainable. It is in that spirit that we
should seek to lead and shape policy in
this area as a party. 
By calling for an end to non-statutory

stop and search, hand in hand with a
public education scheme detailing
civilians rights and responsibilities when
dealing with law enforcement, ending the
unilateral arming of routine officers,
commissioning an independent review
into the system of accountability that lies
within Police Scotland, the Scottish Police
Authority and the Her Majesty’s
Inspectorate of Constabulary in Scotland,
bringing about an end to the closure of
local stations, courts and call centres. 

Low public confidence
We need an immediate repeal of the

Offensive Behaviour Act and ultimately
looking to seriously address the problems
of low staff morale and low public
confidence, the party and the movement
can get considerable traction and help to
alter a major part of Scottish public life
over the coming months and years. 
The challenges and opportunities lie at

our doorstep on this one; our progressive
values as a party demand we examine all
ideas, from a federal setup to small
changes in internal set-up, to find a
workable and lasting solution which sees
a return to the values of policing by
consent in Scotland.

Put justice system at centre of campaigns

POLICE SCOTLAND: we need to find a workable
and lasting solution which sees a return to the
values of policing by consent in Scotland
PHOTO: Simon Whittle
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by Jack Ferguson

IN 2015 Europe has begun to
get a small foretaste of the
human costs of climate change. 

There are many complex rea-
sons why there are thousands of
desperate people trying to make
the potentially deadly crossing
from the Middle East to Europe,
but if we ignore the role of the
global ecological crisis, then we
will not be prepared for the fu-
ture that the news this year is
pointing to. 

Many of the Syrian refugees
seeking a new home in Europe
were initially displaced within
their own country. Immediately
preceding the outbreak of the
current conflict in 2011, the
Middle East experienced its
worst drought in modern his-
tory. Farming communities
were devastated, and livestock
herds were wiped out. Up to 1.5
million people were forced to
move to cities, in a country that
has experienced rapid popula-
tion growth in recent decades. 

According to Professor
Richard Seagar of Columbia Uni-
versity, who co-authored a report
into the role of climate change in
sparking the Syrian conflict:
“Added to all the other stressors,
climate change helped kick
things over the threshold into
open conflict. I think this is scary
and it’s only just beginning. “It’s
going to continue through the
current century as part of the gen-
eral drying of the Eastern
Mediterranean—I don’t see how
things are going to survive there.” 

Cash crops
It’s not that climate change is

the only cause of the social catas-
trophe unfolding in Syria—but
the interaction of freak climate
events with other social and eco-
logical factors points to a future
in which changes to the environ-
ment we inhabit will push soci-
eties across the planet into crisis. 

The drought in Syria was exac-
erbated by a dictatorial state com-
pletely unequipped to cope with
problems on such a scale, export

led farming of cotton and other
water-thirsty cash crops which
means the depletion of ground-
water resources, and a long his-
tory of sectarian and inter-ethnic
tension, long fostered by outside
powers and the Syrian regime it-
self. A combination of factors that
can also be found throughout
many parts of the world. 

After decades of talking
about climate change as a future
threat, the clear evidence of its
human cost is now available for
all to see if they look, and soci-
eties in the more fortunate re-
gions of the globe will need to
plan accordingly. 

The fact is that desertification
and intense heat is a threat not
only to large-scale inhabitation
of the Middle East. Much more
than 2º of warming above pre-
industrial levels (bearing in
mind 1º has already taken
place) is enough to see the Sa-
hara extend through Spain and
into Southern France, and the

Mediterranean would be hot
enough to produce tropical cy-
clones. This means that it’s
likely we may live to see
refugees not from Syria or Iraq,
but Italy, Spain France and
Greece clamouring to be al-
lowed to migrate northwards. 

Indeed, even within the
British Isles, there are thousands
of homes and communities built
on low lying land that is threat-
ened by rising sea levels. The
world’s leading climatologist
James Hansen recently released
a paper arguing that the risks of
rising sea levels have been sys-
tematically understated, and that
we can expect to see 10 metres
of increase in the next 50 years.
Enough to wipe out coastal cities
throughout the world that are
home to billions of people. 

Unfortunately, tackling cli-
mate change has proved virtu-
ally impossible for a global
society that is predicated on end-
less economic expansion, itself

impossible without a constant
supply of cheap fossil energy. As
emissions have continued to rise,
it has become clear that any ef-
forts to curb them now are about
preventing the worst excesses of
disaster, and it will be necessary
to accept that some areas of the
world currently heavily popu-
lated may have to be evacuated
on a large scale. 

Its easy to envision a future in
which the remaining habitable
(mostly northern) portions of
the world build ever bigger
walls for a the rich section of
humanity to survive while the
majority are left to die. 

Such an outcome is unaccept-
able on a human level, and would
represent the most profound in-
justice, as the countries that are
most affected by climate impacts
are also generally those with the
least historic emissions. It is a
matter of facing the conse-
quences for our actions that rich
societies must help those fleeing
the places they have trashed for
their own consumption. 

Scotland has a particular re-
sponsibility in this context. We
are likely to live in a place that
(relatively) will remain more
habitable in a world utterly
changed by climate change. 

Scotland is rising
Beset by freak storms and at

risk of a failing Gulf Stream,
Scotland nevertheless has less
to fear from rising sea levels.
The land that constitutes the
country is still bouncing back
upwards from the tremendous
weight of the glaciers that
pushed it down into the mantle
during the ice age, meaning that
we may have the potential to act
as something of a refuge. 

In a country where the land
was previously cleared and
places that were once home to
communities have been left de-
serted. This year’s upsurge of
pro-refugee activism is itself a
more hopeful portent for the fu-
ture, of what kind of action will
be necessary on a mass scale to
make that dream a reality.

Refugee crisis is
foretaste of things
to come from
climate change

CLIMATE CHANGE: evidence of its human cost is there for all to see
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by Ross Walker

PARTIA RAZEM was
formed earlier this year by ac-
tivists from varying back-
grounds, including the Young
Socialists, Green Party, trade
unions, cooperatives as well
as prominent academics and
journalists with the aim of
standing for the parliamentary
elections this year. 

In order for a new party to
stand for parliament, they need
to collect 5000 signatures of
support in at least 21 regions
(amounting to at least 105,000
signatures). Much of the time
this barrier would be very diffi-
cult to get through but in this
case Razem have gained im-
pressive momentum and col-
lected over 100,000 signatures
and passed the mark in eight
out of 21 regions showing an
underlying mood for left politics
amongst the Polish population.
However there still is a long
way to go in getting another 13
regions to pass the mark. 

Progressive policies
Razem campaign for a vari-

ety of progressive policies
such as a minimum wage of
PLN 15 for permanent con-
tracted workers and PLN 20
for casual (or junk) contracts,
introduction of a 35 hour work-
ing week, increasing the
power of trade unions and the
National Labour inspectorate,
outlawing anti-worker legisla-
tion such as the 12 hour-
month settlement period,
prohibition of unpaid intern-
ships, opening the books for
salaries to fight against age
and gender discrimination. 

The program also promises
to end state subsidies for pri-
vate property developers, pro-
hibit evictions and regulate the
privatisation of housing. 

When it comes to health,
Razem promise to provide a
completely state-funded Na-
tional Health Service and halt
all commercialisation of
healthcare. They are also op-

posed to the criminalisation of
abortion and promise subsi-
dies on in vitro procedures and
contraceptives stating that re-
gardless of ethical views it
should not be the role of the
state to enforce this. 

They promise to provide a
real welfare state which in-
creases family benefits and
provides free kindergarten and
crèche facilities and provides
a living wage for pensioners
amongst other things. 

With education, they prom-
ise a fixed percentage of GDP
guaranteeing it priority in the
budgets. Free textbooks for all
children will be provided.
Teachers will be ensured a de-
cent wage and contract. Pri-
vatisation of schools will also
be halted and more support
will be provided for university
students from poorer back-
grounds, raising the income
threshold for need-based
scholarships to 100 per cent. 

Razem also commits to
bridging the link between rural
and urban Poland in terms of
providing more services in
rural areas and invest in public
transport. 

Razem promise to democra-
tise the country’s political sys-
tem, introducing a single
transferable vote system,
tougher regulations on political
party financing with mandatory
publication of financing, lower-
ing the maximum politicians’
wage to that of three times the
minimum wage and introduc-
ing a legislation that allows for
a referendum on an issue after
half a million signatures. 

The programme is full of
progressive reforms which we
fully support. However it must
be stated that under the cur-
rent capitalist system, these
reforms would be very difficult
to achieve, as shown by the
recent tragic experience of
Syriza in Greece. 

If achieved, they could only
ever be temporary, which is
why Razem, in order to fulfil its
promises, needs to adopt a
programme where all the
means of production are dem-
ocratically and publicly con-
trolled by the industry’s workers
and the local communities. 

Even a genuine workers’
democracy in Poland would be
short-lived unless it reached

out to the working classes of
the rest of Europe and interna-
tionally to do the same, and we
encourage our comrades in
Razem, here and in Poland to
argue for this within the party. 

Thirteen regions of Poland
still need the 5,000 signatures.
Razem are campaigning in 14
regions. Łódź, Gdańsk, Lublin
and Zielona Góra have
reached at least 4,000. 

Olsztyn, Gdynia, Kielce, Bi-
ałystok, Tarnów, Gliwice, Biel-
sko Biała, Bydgoszcz have
reached at least 3,000. Sier-
adz is just under 3,000 and
Piła I just under 2,000. Mo-
mentum is on our side, with
7,500 signatures being col-
lected this Sunday. The pass
mark is within reaching dis-
tance but a lot of work still
needs to be done. 

Scottish branch
The election of even a few

Razem representatives would
be a great step forward for
working people in Poland. 

It could even have a very
positive impact on Polish work-
ers through Britain who make
up the second largest migrant
community in Britain. Already,
branches in London and in
Scotland have been set up. 

This could have a very posi-
tive step forward for the move-
ment here, which is why it is
imperative that the trade
unions and the other left move-
ments in the UK reach out to
this. This campaign needs
maximum possible publicity.

• Polish ex-pats can sign via:
partiarazem.pl/ zbiorka-
podpisow/ – print, sign and
send as instructed. Any
issues, please email the
MSF: masy1917@gmail.com
• STOP PRESS: Razem has now
achieved the necessary signatures
to get on the ballot in all regions

Poland: new movement of
the left needs your help
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by Bill Bonnar

IN TURKEY there are almost
two million refugees. The figure
for Lebanon is 1.5 million; a
country with the same
population as Wales. Jordan has
a million refugees. These
countries are suffering a refugee
crisis; unable to cope with the
demands placed on them. 
Despite assertions to the

contrary by most of the media,
Europe is not suffering a
refugee crisis; rather a failure
to manage a situation largely
caused by military actions in
Iraq, Syria, Afghanistan and
now Yemen. 
A number of years ago, the

European Union unofficially
adopted a policy described as
Fortress Europe; to put
barriers up to stop migration
from North Africa and the
Middle East. This policy is
now in tatters, highlighted by
the decision of Germany to re-
settle hundreds of thousands
of refugees. The current refuge
crisis will only be resolved by
other countries adopting a
similar stand. 
Western countries played a

major role in fermenting this
situation. Libya is a case in
point. Nato attacked Libya and
overthrew its legitimate
government. This resulted in a
collapsed state and generalised
civil war as regional, tribal
and religious factions fight for
control. 

Root causes
Having helped destroy the

country, the British government
then holds up its hands in horror
when people flee the carnage.
The only reason why there are
not many more Libyan refugees
is that Libya did not have a
large population to start with.
Unlike Syria, Iraq and Yemen.
Over the past decade, almost a
quarter of Iraq’s population
have become refugees. In Syria,
the figure is around six million.
The fallout from Yemen could
be on a similar scale. 

Britain and the rest of the
EU must come up with an
agreed deal to manage this
situation. This includes
accepting and settling much
larger numbers of refugees and
extensive support to those
countries such as Lebanon
bearing the brunt of the crisis. 
It also means dealing with

some of the root causes. Syria
is a case in point. Calling for
the overthrow of the Assad
regime is simplistic and ill-
informed. If the regime is
overthrown, what’s left of
Syria will collapse, turning the
whole population into
refugees. This is obvious to
most international observers
but why is it not obvious to
the British and US
governments? 
It is because they are

coming under pressure from
their main ally in the region;
Saudi Arabia. Saudi wants to
see the overthrow of the
Syrian regime and the

emergence of a dependent
Islamic state and has been
intensely lobbying for western
support for this venture.
Current Saudi intervention in
Yemen is also fuelling the
emerging humanitarian
disaster in that region. 
Throughout the middle east,

an unholy alliance is emerging
between western governments
and the forces of Islamic
fundamentalism, led by Saudi
Arabia, in an attempt the
reshape the politics of the
region in the interests of both.
This should come as no
surprise to observers. The idea
that western capitalism and
Islamic fundamentalism are
polls apart is a myth. 
Most Islamic states in the

world exist entirely in the
western camp; the obvious
example being the Gulf states.
And why not? Islamic
fundamentalism is pro-
capitalist, socially
conservative and a more than

willing partner in oppression
when it comes to defending
the interests of the local ruling
class and their western allies. 
In fact, Saudi Arabia and the

other Gulf states are the model
that capitalism would want for
all Islamic countries. In
Britain, the issue has exposed
the heartlessness at the core of
government policy for dealing
with refugee and asylum
seekers and immigration
generally. This is not a policy
shaped by informed opinion,
meeting obligations under
international law or even
economically rational. It is a
policy driven by a heady
mixture of racism and
xenophobia, and fuelled by a
reactionary media. It worked
on the principle that this is the
position of a significant
section of the electorate and
that government needs to
pander to them. 

Hypocritical
The images of desperate

refugee men, women and
children has broken through
this policy and forced
government and sections of
the media into a hypocritical
about turn. What we have
been witnessing is not a
refugee crisis but a
humanitarian disaster caused
by our actions in certain
countries and the strategy of
Fortress Europe. 
In Scotland, a different

response has emerged; one
which sees these people not as
migrants and refugees but as
people in need of help. It has
also thrown up the need for a
radically different policy on
immigration. 
When Scotland becomes

independent, it will need to
encourage significantly higher
levels of immigration than at
present. To quote the Scottish
Government White Paper on
Independence: “Scotland will
become a welcoming home for
those who want Scotland to be
there home.”

Refugee policy
driven by racism
Refugee policy
driven by racism
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people not as migrants
and refugees but as
people in need of help
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by Allan Grogan

TO JEREMY,
As someone who left the

Labour Party after finally losing
hope that it could be restored to
its once proud principles and
values, I want to start by con-
gratulating you on a stunning
victory. Your result is in spite of
tantrums and bile spouted by
Labour Parliamentarians and a
media who were out to discredit
and tarnish your reputation and
that of your family and friends. 
I have no doubt of your convic-

tion or your genuine belief in the
causes you and I both fight for. 
Your 32 years on the back-

benches representing your con-
stituents, your activism in
ending apartheid, for the recog-
nition of Palestine, campaigning
to end poverty and inequality in
the UK. While you now hold the
most powerful position within
the party, know this. You are a
wanted man, a target has al-
ready been placed on your head. 
This target will not just be

from the government who will
label your ideas and beliefs as a
security risk to the country, or
even the establishment and Mur-
doch media, who will paint you
as a hammer and sickle waving,
terrorist loving hippy. The clear
and present danger to you, Je-
remy is within your own party. 

As someone who stood up to
the New Labour agenda, to the
vision of Progress and the unde-
mocratic nature it works under, I
have first hand experience of the
kind of attacks they will launch
against you, they will promote
false accusations, feed an eager

media falsehoods against you.
This was just as an ordinary
member, I can only imagine the
vitriol they will launch against
you. Should you think that the
Chukka Ummunas and Tristen
Hunts will keep quiet on the
backbenches think again. 

You have created a movement
which has single handedly de-
stroyed their hopes of maintain-
ing the New Labour, Tory-lite
agenda. They will plot and seek
to demean you at every opportu-
nity. You may have won the bat-
tle, but the war for the soul of the
party is far from over. 
For those members and sup-

porters in Scotland who cele-
brated this moment, it is a well
deserved moment of victory, but
it is important to remember that
the Labour Party in Scotland has
not changed, they are still
against independence, still tribal
and still more likely to stand Jim
Murphy in Holyrood next year
than any ‘Scottish Corbyn’. 
There is one party in Scot-

land which supports the anti
austerity programme, who be-
lieves in an independent social-
ist republic in Scotland, who
believes in a nuclear free nation
and protecting the poorest in
our society. That is the Scottish
Socialist Party. 
While Corbyn may face insur-

mountable odds in a battle
against his own party, you can
join the SSP and help to radically
change Scotland for the better. 

• Allan Grogan is a former
Labour Party member, founder
of Labour for Independence,
and now an SSP member

An open letter to Jeremy Corbyn

NO SCOTTISH LABOUR EQUIVALENT: 
the Labour Party in Scotland has not
changed – they’re still against
independence, still tribal and still
more likely to stand Jim Murphy in
Holyrood next year than any 
‘Scottish Corbyn’
PHOTO: Craig Maclean
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