Voices for Yes: a UCS work-in
vet and a Faslane worker are
amongst our pro-indy writers

Gaza: Israel’s
deadly assault
must end now

• see inside

• see page 15

ALL OUT FOR
INDEPENDENCE

£1 • issue 442 • 1st–21st August 2014
scottishsocialistvoice.wordpress.com

SSP Gaza
statement

THE SSP utterly condemns the

current Israeli aggression against the
people of Gaza; an aggression which
has killed more than 1000 people
and inflicted severe damage of the
vital infrastructure of this region.
We declare our continuing support
for the Palestinian people in their
struggle for justice and statehood. To
this end we call for the following:
• The intensification of international pressure to bring about an immediate halt to Israeli aggression.
• Condemnation of western, particularly American support for Israel and its bankrolling of Israel’s
war machine.
• Condemnation of the British
media reporting of this conflict, particularly the BBC, which continue to
peddle the myth that Israel is simply
responding to Palestinian aggression.
• Support for those peace forces
in Israel who are dismayed and
sickened by the actions of their
government.
• All out support for the Palestinian solidarity movement here in
Scotland. Build the BDS campaign.
• The Scottish Government to
condemn Israeli aggression and declare its support for the establishment of a Palestinian state.
We also call for a future independent Scotland to join the more
than 130 countries across the world
in recognising the independent
state of Palestine.
• by Bill Bonnar, chair and
international spokesperson of
the SSP. Full statement at
scottishsocialistparty.org
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A PEOPLE’S NARRATIVE
OF SCOTTISH HISTORY
RESTLESS LAND

Book launch: Restless Land by Alan
McCombes and Roz Paterson,
published by Calton Books and
distributed by AK Press

by Frances Curran

IT WAS a book launch but not as we know
it. A hot night in Glasgow for a start, a full
house in the middle of the ‘Glesga fair’. No
agents, no critics, just a collection of people
there to welcome a book which is long overdue. A book that leaves the kings and queens
and lairds on the walls of the National Portrait
Gallery, staring down from high places – this
is a history of Scotland with a people’s narrative. The book is Restless Land by Alan
McCombes and Roz Paterson.
Unusual times, the room is full of people,
political activists and campaigners, old
friends and new, who have come not to
clash but to collaborate. A fund of good will
hangs over the room, those speaking and
who have read the book taking ownership
of parts of this untold narrative, a radical
history of this land – Scotland.

Untold story

I was touched by Jeanne Freeman’s comments, I could identify with her initial take,
she was a city dweller and although, yeah
she cares about ‘the land’ it was in an abstract way. In reading Restless Land she said
the land and its history is important, that
what happened to our land all that time ago
matters and it matters because it tells us who
we are. I heard echoes of how displaced
African friends have talked of their land.
Natalie McGarry enthused me to read Restless Land as she described a journey through
school and university which omitted or perhaps
hid this untold story of our history, especially

the history of our sisters – the women who
made this history. I have come to know Jeanne
and Natalie through Women for Indy. Normally our political activism would have continued along tram lines never meeting, this
space for tolerant and encouraging collaboration of ideas, not always in agreement, but with
a genuine intent to debate not posture is making
a new politics, I hope! Roz couldn’t be there
but sent a message encapsulating not the past
but the future and the possibilities for our children to learn from our past, ownership of our
history, but to make a new future, a Scotland
inclusive, equal, benefiting all her people.

Accessible ideas

Rosie Kane and brothers Tam and Andy provided the entertainment. Rosie’s parody of I’m
Just a Girl Who Can’t Vote No (Oklahoma)
was hilarious but you’ll just have to book her
for your meeting/event to hear it for yourself!
Alan McCombes my long, long time friend
and collaborator is so self-effacing; the whole
purpose of how and why he writes is to make
socialist ideas accessible. From a leaflet to a
book, he wants ordinary people to be able to
get it. Politics and academia have a language
to keep people out Alan’s writing intends and
succeeds in bringing people in.
He addressed a few questions put to him by
Pat Kane, are we really a mongrel nation, Bannockburn – did it matter for the ordinary people and their fate wasn’t it just one king

fighting another king, isn’t it the case that the
Act of Union was progressive for Scotland,
otherwise we would have been left a backward
nation economically and politically? If you
want the answers, read the book or the review
in the next issue. I did have to have a wry smile
to myself though watching Pat Kane trying to
keep Alan’s answers to time.
We socialists, women campaigners, lefties
and general progressive types need more of
this sort of thing. Good humour, good camaraderie, inspiring ideas and engaging insights.
Oh, and a book. Cava and canapés were
available. If it wasn’t for the DIY publishing
of radical bookshop Calton Books, none of
this would have been possible. A huge thanks
to Robert Rae and Brian Lewis.
• The next Voice will carry a review of
Restless Land – available now on Kindle,
and at restlessland.com and from Calton
Books, 159 London Road, Glasgow

LAND LAUNCH: Rosie Kane with brother Tam, and Alan McCombes with Pat Kane at Restless Land’s launch at the STUC
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by Pat Kane

THERE ARE parts of

Scotland where the past, the
present and the future gets
rolled up in one. I’m often to be
found in and about Spiers
Wharf in Glasgow. The
productive might of the 19th
century is all around you. What
are now designer residences
used to be grain and sugar
mills, or admin offices for the
Clyde and Forth Canal.
On the hill is where my
brother and I’s band Hue and
Cry have our offices. A little
further down is the Whisky
Bond, where I do a lot of my
work as writer, researcher and
curator. I’m in the building
alongside architects and
sculptors, 3D and laser
printing shops, dot-com and
eco start-ups.
Spiers Wharf used to be a
hub of the industrial revolution
– now it’s a hub of the
information revolution (and
perhaps of the next industrial
revolution too).

Scottish independence
can show the world a new
model for the 21st century
PAT KANE

writes Hue and Cry’s Pat Kane
PHOTO: Craig Maclean

city, or a country, like this.
So many artists, creatives
and entrepreneurs support
indy because they know it’s
not enough just to have talent
and ambition.
A creative society is built on
solid ground. For a nation to
be an imagination, where
everyone can bring their best
ideas to the table, you have to
start from a firm collective
base. You need to be healthy,
well-fed, well-parented, and
well-housed, free from
unnecessary worries and
stresses You should be
educated from childhood to
adulthood without worrying
about its cost. Your streets and
parks have to be welcoming
not alienating. You should use
the giant natural wealth of
Scotland to support small
enterprises to grow and
develop into bigger ones.

Visionary

You’ll find spots like this in
the leading centres of the
developed world – Barcelona,
Copenhagen, Berlin, Milan,
Prague. And as Glasgow’s
competitiveness with these
areas proves, you clearly don’t
need independence to
generate creative places.
But for me, Scottish indy
has never been just about
being as good as everyone or
everywhere else. It’s always
been a visionary thing – how
can we do things differently,
better, more humanely?

Opportunities

And I think we have an
opportunity to steer a society
dominated by creativity and
innovation in a different
direction.

An independent nation,
fully in control of its
own resources, can take
strong measures to improve
opportunities for all Scots.
That’s what we have the
power to start doing with a
Yes vote in September.

Glasgow, and too much of
Scotland, is a place where the
rich dominate the poor. Where
those with skills and assets
aplenty sit right next to those
with very little. And where the
affluent can outlive the
struggling by up to 20 years.
Where nearly a million men
and women can’t get into the
game of high-skill and highwage creative jobs. Where
hundreds of thousands of
children are born to fail. I’m on
the lucky side of the divide.
But I’m ashamed of living in a
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An independent nation, fully
in control of its own resources,
can take strong measures to
improve opportunities for all
Scots. That’s what we have
the power to start doing with a
Yes vote in September.
Independence is the chance
to show the world a different
model for 21st century society.
Where progress is much more
than cool, super-smart elites
on one side and a struggling
majority left behind on the
other. My Yes vote is the best
creative act I can imagine: the
thunderclap that starts a fair,
prosperous and dynamic
country. Let’s get started.
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OPPOSE THE NUCLEAR
WASTE SEA MOVE PLAN

JOHN FINNIE MSP

by John Finnie MSP

IN 2006 George Monbiot wrote

a fascinating article on Dounreay,
the Nuclear Power Plant near
Thurso in Caithness. He states, “In
1954 the nuclear industry, shielded
from public scrutiny by the Official
Secrets Act, behaved as if it were
based on an uninhabited planet”.
The cold war and the prospect of
electricity too cheap to meter
seemed to justify almost any kind
of corner-cutting.
The Dounreay Nuclear Plant
was the ‘great hope’ of a generation
but of course that clean electricity
for the masses never materialised
with only problems created.
The reason the plant was located where it was is because
that’s as far as you can get from
the city of London on the UK
mainland. Since its inception, the
‘dark satanic mill’ has rarely been
out of the news with one crisis or
another about nuclear ‘incidents’,
leaks or the chaos resulting from
the dark age practice of throwing
unwanted radioactive materials
down a shaft in the ground.

‘Exotic fuel’

The latest revelation concerns
the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority’s (NDA) plan, which they
will not confirm for ‘national security’ reasons, to trial transporting
their so-called ‘exotic fuel’, nuclear
waste to you and me, by sea from
Caithness to Sellafield in Cumbria.
The route around the north and
west coast includes the Pentland
Firth, a treacherous piece of water
whose powerful tides will provide
clean and endless energy, and onwards west and south through the
Minch, the stretch of water between the eastern side of the Western Isles and mainland west coast,
likewise notoriously rough.
The assessed risks to shipping in
those areas was in part addressed
by the UK Government providing
the Coastguard with an Emergency
Tug Vessel (ETV), based in
Stornoway, now, much like aerial
recognizance, deemed a luxury for
our maritime nation. It was the
ETV from Stornoway which in
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WASTE: there’s every reason to assume that any waste moved will continue to have an armed escort

2010 went to the aid of the ironically named, 7200 tonne UK Nuclear Submarine, ‘HMS Astute’.
The submarine, which cost
£1.2billion, had to be towed free
when she became stranded, much
to the embarrassment of Royal
Navy chiefs who had previously
proudly boasted ‘She’s the world’s
most advanced submarine with
stealth technology and such powerful sonar that she could pinpoint
a cruise liner 3,000 miles away.’
Unfortunately ‘she’ couldn’t
‘pinpoint’ an island, 639 square
miles in size with the highest point
of 3,258 feet, without landing on it.
Fortunately no one was injured
as a result of the collision and
we’re assured there were no nuclear implications. Amusing as it
was to see this so-called hightech vessel sitting like a bloated
seal until re-floated at high tide,
there is nothing funny about nuclear spills or damage to a vessels
carrying nuclear waste.
My Independent colleague Jean
Urquhart MSP and I have long supported Highlands Against Nuclear
Transport (HANT) whose oppose
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the rail transportation through
Highland communities, including
the centre of the city of Inverness.
Whilst welcoming any end to
the nuclear rail trains, HANT will
oppose sea transportation too as,
should something go wrong, our
coastal communities and beyond
could suffer for a long, long time.

Armed escort

Once again, community consultation will play no part in NDA’s
plans as they refuse to say how the
waste will be conveyed. NDA will
assure us that the whole transportation issue has been risk assessed
and is as safe as a safe thing, pretty
much like the fleet of admirals
from her Britannic Majesty’s Navy
told us about their nuclear subs.
In each instance, those UK authorities will cite ‘national security’
as their reason for not sharing with
you and I that risk assessment and
the contingencies they have to deal
with any incident.
There’s every reason to assume
that any waste moved will continue
to have an armed escort. Albeit security isn’t apparent as I noticed

when I spent some time recently
photographing a nuclear train, with
its distinctive low bogie and metal
container of waste and a powerful
goods locomotive either side, at
Georgemass Junction in Caithness.
Bizarre as it may seem, transportation by air has already taken
place with un-irradiated fuel flown
from Germany to Wick in five
flights between December 1991
and March 1992!
It will be apparent that I am no
fan of nuclear and my proposed
solution may surprise some who
may imagine I’d wish to see the
back of the waste.
I think we should be good global
citizens and deal with the waste at
the point where it is created. Storage at Dounreay, actively managed
above ground by the site’s competent workforce is how this problem
should be dealt with. The fuel at all
time in sight and on our minds.
So let’s keep it simple and leave
the mess where it can be properly
supervised and not put the communities of the Highlands & Islands
and others en-route to Sellafield in
any more risk than they already are.

Pam Currie

“OH, I don’t know what to

think…” ... “What if…” ... “We’ll
never manage it…” Sound
familiar? It does to me.
In recent months I’ve been
the length and breadth of my
local area, South Ayrshire,
talking to voters on street
stalls, doorsteps and in
village halls.
We know from the polls that
women are less likely than
men to support independence,
and are more likely to be
undecided. I don’t need to tell
you the names of these
women. She’s in your office at
work; she lives down your
street; she’s your Mum, your
daughter, your Granny, your
best pal. Maybe she’s you.
She’s the woman who
worries whether the kids can
get new shoes this month, or
next. Whether she can afford
the petrol to work, because
public transport is even dearer.
She’s the lone parent who
wants the best for her kids’
future; she’s the young Mum
who spends all of her wages
on childcare just to cling on to
her job; she’s the Granny who
won’t put the heating on for
fear of the bills.

Brunt of cuts

These women aren’t
inherently fearful, the weaker
sex, more timid, more
indecisive.
Rather, these are the
women who have felt the full
brunt of Westminster
economics. Women have
been hammered by the
recession. We make up 70 per
cent of the Scottish public
sector workforce, we provide
the majority of unpaid care for
children and older adults, and
we suffer most when public
services are cut.
We’ve got a lot to gain from
independence, but talk to
women around you, and the
questions come up again and
again. Can we really afford it?

Why Scotland must vote
Yes – the case for women
PAM CURRIE

Will we be worse off? What
about jobs? What about
pensions? What about
childcare, and care for the
elderly, and the NHS?
The answers are clear: yes
we can. We’re an incredibly
wealthy country, and we
already pay more than our
share to Westminster. In an
independent Scotland we’ll be
able to set our own priorities –
on education, not Trident; on
protecting the NHS, on looking
after our elderly.
Voting No because you’re
afraid of change is a false
security. Our pensions aren’t
safe with the union – as a
teacher, I’ve already seen my
retirement age creep up by
nearly a decade since I started
teaching. The Tories are
already eyeing up the Barnet
Formula and the block grant –
the funding mechanisms
which decide how much of
(our!) money we can get back
from Westminster to pay for
the NHS in Scotland and other
vital public services.
They’re already salivating at
the thought of further cuts in
the event of a No vote – and if
you don’t believe me, have a
listen to NHS consultant

A WOMAN’S PLACE IS
IN THE STRUGGLE:
women in Scotland need
independence not just for
us, but for a better future
for our children
PHOTO: Craig Maclean

surgeon Philippa Whitford,
who certainly knows what
she’s talking about:
http://tinyurl.com/lgnonsr
But there are a second
group of women who are
worried, and who are voting
No. They’re a much more
select bunch – some might
say elite – so I’ll tell you some
of their names.
At a Yes Scotland village
meeting in Straiton, a
picturesque village nestling on
the edge of Galloway Forest
Park, I thought I was seeing
things. A man in the front row
was wearing plus fours and a
tweed jacket – my neighbour
assured me he was real, and
he turned out to be with a lady
who is very worried about the
union – Lady Amanda
Fergusson of Kilkerran.
Lady Fergusson is so
worried about the union that
she turned out to speak for the
No side at several meetings in
rural South Ayrshire. In her
80s, unlike many of her
generation, she’s not worried
about fuel poverty or the state
pension, but the break-up of
the British state and the
implications of this for the
ruling elite.
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And she’s not the only one –
other luminaries turning out for
No include Margaret Curran
MP, Labour MP for Glasgow’s
East End, and quite happy to
keep her nose in the
Westminster trough while
‘representing’ some of the
most impoverished
communities in Western
Europe.
And of course, there’s the
millionaire J K Rowling… And
all of these women have one
thing in common – they’ve
done very well for themselves
under the union, and they’d
like it to continue. In an
independent Scotland, while
we’ll still have wizards and
muggles, we’ll be well rid of
the corruption and cronyism of
Westminster. And as for the
landed gentry – well,
independence might finally be
our chance to drag Scotland
into the 21st century, and to
bring much needed land
reform – something that’s not
going to be forthcoming under
the current British state.

Low wages

Independence brings us
control of all the day to day
issues too, and it’s our chance
to create a different type of
society. One which doesn’t
have a huge and growing gap
between rich and poor. One in
which we don’t work some of
the longest hours in Western
Europe for the lowest wages;
pay some of the highest
childcare costs and have
some of the worst health
outcomes. Women in Scotland
need independence not just
for us, but for a better future
for our children and
grandchildren. We can do it,
and we need to do it.
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COLIN FOX

by Colin Fox,
SSP co-spokesperson

WITH SIX weeks to go until

the referendum the Yes side still
has it all to do. The opinion polls
suggest the gap between the
two sides has narrowed recently but we remain 10 per
cent behind. Scotland clearly
faces two possible results on 18
September each with widely differing consequences. One is
positive and encouraging the
other negative and ominous.
A Yes victory sees Scotland
economically wealthier, socially
fairer and politically more democratic. It guarantees we cannot
end up with another Tory Government we did not vote for.
There will be no more David
Cameron’s if we vote Yes on 18
September and no more Bedroom Tax, no more Poll Tax we
did not want either, no more
scapegoating claimants and immigrants for a crisis caused by
the bankers in the City of London and beyond, no more Trident missiles threatening the
world with nuclear annihilation,
no more laddies from the
schemes of Scotland will be
sent off to die in illegal wars for
the British Empire. Those days
will finally be over with independence.

Austerity

Our democratic wishes will no
longer be denied us with a Yes
victory in September. We will
avoid the planned Westminster
austerity, further drastic cuts in
vital public services and renewed attacks on working class
people, on our standard of living
and our quality of life. We can
then begin to construct a written
constitution with the world’s
newest independent nation employing the latest forms of participatory democracy and
inclusive engagement.
That constitution will reflect
our left of centre social democratic and socialist values and it
will utterly reject the neoliberal
warmongering philosophy at the
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Think big and vote Yes!

JIM SILLARS: speaking at another packed socialist indy meeting in Leith last month
heart of Westminster, the City of
London and the British state.
That is the message the Scottish Socialist Party has been
conveying to the people of Scotland over the past two years.
Moreover a Yes vote will
have been won by the biggest
grassroots political movement
in post war Scotland. This
movement, with groups from
Shetland to Dumfries, has
breathed new life into Scottish
politics and given a timely
boost to the working class, to
left wing ideas generally and to
the socialist movement.
A No vote on the other hand
will usher in a much less attractive reality. Not only is it
likely to lead to the election of
yet another Tory Government
we do not want, it will mean
further attacks on the living
standards of working people,
further privatisation of the NHS
and further austerity.
Ed Miliband and the Tories
have both made it clear they intend to impose more cuts on
our public services if they win
the 2015 Westminster election.
You have been warned! British
capitalism is massively indebted. Years of accumulated
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trade deficits and the cost of
bailing out the banks has led to
unprecedented levels of indebtedness and Government borrowing running into £trillions.
Both Labour and the Tories
intend to make working class
people pay for a crisis caused
by the bankers in the City of
London. That is the neoliberal
philosophy of the No side. And
if a No vote happens it will also
be a defeat for the biggest
grassroots political movement
seen in Scotland in a generation. It will indicate our progressive positive message has been
rejected and it will undoubtedly
be a setback for the independence movement.
So the stakes in September
are certainly high.

Fresh strategies

But whatever the result, the
need for an intellectually credible, programmatically sound
and vigorous left wing movement in Scotland has never
been clearer. The Scottish Socialist Party faces that challenge
with relish. We look forward to
developing new ideas and fresh
strategies for the battles ahead
with the intellectual rigour and
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political enthusiasm necessary
to make headway.
We are proud to be at the
forefront of the socialist movement in Scotland as working
class people grapple with a host
of challenges in confronting neoliberal economic attacks and
warmongering.
The SSP today is unrecognisable from the party that entered the referendum campaign
back in 2012.
We have grown in influence
and credibility through our outstanding and much admired
work in the Yes campaign.
And we are again fully engaged in all the discussions affecting the case for an
independent socialist Scotland.
The 2016 Holyrood elections
are on the horizon now and
they are the most important
ones the socialist movement in
this country has faced. Winning
seats in those elections for outstanding socialist advocates is
vital whatever outcome is delivered by the people of Scotland
on 18 September.
As Jim Sillars put it last week
at an SSP meeting he spoke at
in Leith Academy, we must
‘Think big and vote Yes!’

Tam Brotherston,
UCS veteran and
former John Brown’s
shop steward

BEFORE

PRESENTING

my point of view as a veteran of
the Upper Clyde Shipbuilders
struggle let me make clear that I
make no claims to any leadership
role in that titanic struggle. I was
simply a young shop steward, married with two children and determined to defend the right to work
in an industry that was central to
the community I belonged to.
When the Tory government
tried to close the yards we refused
to accept their class driven dogmatic decision which had nothing
to do with our commercial situation as the infamous ‘Ridley document’ written two years earlier
showed. This outlined how the
yards would be “butchered up”
and the assets distributed amongst
the Tories friends. So we didn’t
strike, we didn’t sit in, we held a
work-in. We took control of the
yards of John Browns (Clydebank), Alexander Stevens (Linthouse), Barclay Curles (Scotstoun)
and Fairfields (Govan).

Global support

We continued to work on the
ships we had on order. As workers
were made redundant they continued to report for work and were
paid from a fighting fund. That
fighting fund drew support from
workers all over the world,
Ukrainian miners, Norwegian
shipbuilding workers, poorly paid
women working in the garment
industry, Liverpool dockers, even
John and Yoko Lennon.
It needs to be remembered that
this attack took place at a time
when there was closure after closure up and down the country. We
defeated that government because
we represented the hopes of British
working people and when they
joined with us we were unbeatable.
There was also an international dimension to this struggle. The suffering we were enduring in Britain
was shared by workers all over the
world. Our victory was their vic-

‘To vote Yes is to play our part in
the global struggle of working
people. Just as in the UCS, our
victory will be their victory’

TAM BROTHERSTON

tory. But that was a battle, we hadn’t won the war. Fast forward
through the Thatcher years. British
ruling circles rejected manufacturing as a way of earning a dishonest
buck. Financial spivery offered
much greater returns. Even the
election of Labour governments
offered no respite. It soon became
clear why Mrs Thatcher boasted
that her proudest achievement was
the creation of New Labour.
The programme she had begun
of chaining the unions, destroying
the base of British industry, attacking the advances made by working
people over centuries of struggle

JIMMY REID:
at the UCS
’71-’72 work-in

all continued in an unbroken line
regardless of which party was
elected to government. No more
Tweedle Dum Tweedle Dee only a
continuous programme of theft by
government of the assets owned by
the people of Britain and gifted to
friends of the Tories.
It is against this background
that the independence debate
needs to be set. In particular the
claim that only a No vote can save
shipbuilding on the Clyde is absolutely preposterous.
To place the future of shipbuilding into the hands of those
who see Britain’s future in finan-

cial services would be criminal lunacy. Scottish shipbuilding needs
a broader base than that of building warships. No industry can survive that has one product and one
customer. Shipbuilding needs to
be surrounded by the opportunities provided by a burgeoning renewable energy industry an
expanding oil industry, a navy that
we currently pay for but don’t
have to protect our fishing and oil
industries. That is without even
talking about our own government building and servicing our
large fleet of ageing ferries.

Gains

Only a Yes vote can place shipbuilding in the hands of the people
who care most about it, the people
of Scotland. People all over the
globe are resisting the drive by big
business to roll back the gains of
working people. They know that
austerity is driven by big business.
To vote Yes is to oppose austerity. To vote Yes is to play our part
in the global struggle of working
people. Just as in the UCS our victory will be their victory.
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TIDE IS TURNING:

WORKPLACE

by Richie Venton,
SSP national workplace
organiser

HUGE SWATHES of working
class people in Scotland, including
many who cling onto their Labour
voting habits despite years of bitter
disappointment, are shifting over
in favour of independence. And by
God the working class needs selfgovernment if we are to avoid
some of the worst assaults and setbacks in modern history!
For two years, the working class
has been fed a daily diet of fear,
lies and blood curdling tales of the
Apocalypse in the event of Scotland doing what umpteen nations
at the Commonwealth Games did
long ago – elect its own government to decide its own future. The
mass media bombardment and incitement of uncertainty has been
relentless.
No wonder some people fear
public services would lack the
funding in a smaller country – despite the fact the UK has some of
the worst services, fourth lowest
pensions and worst child poverty
in Europe.
And despite the fact Scotland is
a net exporter of taxes to Westminster, to the tune of £4.4billon in
2011/12 alone.

UCS veterans for Yes

No wonder many older workers fear for their pensions – despite the fact they are being
dismantled and devalued by successive Westminster governments, and despite Coalition
Minister of State for Pensions,
Steve Webb, admitting in May
that pensions would be safe and
secure under independence.
No wonder the woman in
Greenock today told our SSP stall
“We’ll have no yards if we vote
Yes” – despite the fact the former
shipbuilding centre of the world
has been reduced to a fragile shell,
slashed from 35,000 jobs in Scotland in 1979 to 5,000 today, with
constant job insecurity for those
shipyard workers who have survived wave after wave of redundancies under Westminster rule.
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workers have
the most to gain
from Scottish
independence

So with the thickening fog of
lies and scaremongering, it is all
the more remarkable and significant that big chunks of workers
have seen the truth and swung
over to voting Yes – including stalwarts of the labour and trade union
movement.
No set of workers in Scotland
know more about the value of
workers’ unity, solidarity and internationalism than those who
lived and fought through the
Upper Clyde Shipbuilders battle
of 1971-2.
In the face of wholesale shipyard closures, the work-in staged
by these men and women electrified the whole working class, built
a monumental movement, which
straddled national borders and
continents, and forced the Tory
government of the day to retreat
and save the majority of jobs.
So when seven prominent veterans of the UCS struggle – shop
stewards and union conveners
during that historic class confrontation – publish an open letter
in favour of a Yes vote, appealing
to today’s shipyard workers to do
likewise, it is a moment of profound significance. It blows to
smithereens the Labour leadership’s arguments that voting Yes
would endanger workers’ unity, or
that it’s a vote for ‘separation’ or
‘narrow nationalism’.
The British and Scottish Labour
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party leaderships thought they
could impose a No vote on Labour
voters and the trade unions, with
the help of the dirty lie that voting
Yes makes you a Salmondista, a
fan of permanent SNP rule, and an
enemy of workers in England,
Wales and Ireland.
But their monolith is cracked,
falling apart, with a big swing to
Yes within the Labour party itself, which is in turn a sure sign
of the even bigger pro-independence trend growing inside the
trade unions, which Labour
heavily relies on for cash and
votes at elections.
As Ed Miliband visited Scotland recently to tell us all again the
“value of pooling resources in
something bigger, the UK”, two
contrasting Labour figures on
Merseyside came out in favour of
Scottish independence. Principled
left-winger, former Labour MP
Les Huckfield, was one who
spoiled Miliband’s unionist party.
The other was right-wing reptile and anti-socialist witchhunter-in-chief Peter Kilfoyle,
former Labour government Minister. Each in his own very different way is a clear reflection of
the growing mood for self-determination for Scotland amongst
Labour voters.
Far more significant entirely
was the recent declaration for Yes
by a large group of senior work-

place and branch leaders in UNISON Scotland.
Despite being pounded by fake
radical general secretary Dave
Prentis with offers of UK union
funds to back Better Together,
UNISON in Scotland has remained formally neutral, campaigning for ‘A Fairer Scotland’.
The Scottish UNISON leadership are astute enough to know
siding with the Tory-funded
unionist camp would wreak havoc
in their ranks and provoke mass
resignations.
And now many prominent
UNISON activists, including
Scottish
Deputy
Convener
Stephen Smellie, have openly
called for a Yes vote as the best
route to ‘a fairer Scotland’.
As Stephen, a Labour party
member, explained, “In an independent Scotland the trade unions
will be far more influential than is
possible at a UK level. Having
spent years campaigning for a better, more just and fairer Scotland,
I don’t believe all those people and
organisations who have worked
for fairness will let the politicians
get on with it.

Least to lose

In alliance with communities
and progressive forces, trade
unionists will be able to ensure
that decisions taken by government will be more often in favour
of working people, of sustainability, of peace, of justice.”
A recent TNS Poll found 28 per
cent of Labour voters are intending to vote Yes, up from an average of 21 per cent over the
previous three months.
As we have persistently argued
for years, it is precisely the working class who have least to lose by
ending Westminster dictatorship
for and by the rich, and most to
gain from self-rule, where the
working class majority can organize and insist upon a radical redis-

WORKPLACE

THE ONLY WAY IS YES: join the growing forces that reject the dictatorship of capital and of the Tories

tribution of wealth to banish
poverty pay, breadline benefits,
and reliance on food banks in this
food-exporting country.
The central lie peddled to cow
working class people into voting
No is that we face a choice between the status quo or endless uncertainties under independence.
The Status Quo is not on offer.
Only One Direction is – backwards, at a frightening speed! The
Tories have still to implement at
least 70 per cent of their planned
cuts to public sector jobs, services,
wages and benefits.
They boast that the economy is
‘back on course’ by GDP growing by 0.2 per cent above the pre2008 banking crisis level. What
they prefer to hide is that while
profits and the wealth of the billionaires and millionaires is
booming, pay increases only average 0.3 per cent compared to
1.9 per cent official inflation (itself an absurd under-estimate of
daily price rises for life’s essentials). And GDP per head of population is still 5 per cent below its
2008 level and will take at least
another three years to catch up.
The alleged recovery has been
built on the backs of millions suf-

fering low pay and Zero Hours
Contracts. Workers are far worse
off now than we were six long
years ago.
When a million public sector
workers across the UK took strike
action on 10 July to demand a
share of the alleged recovery in
the form of pay rises, the Westminster Coalition responded with
repeat threats of even more vicious anti-union laws, designed to
effectively ban strike action – the
first step towards dictatorship by
any other name.
And where were the denunciations of this by the (unionfunded) Labour Party? Their
deafening silence spoke volumes
about their intentions if (a very
big if!) they get elected in Westminster in 2015.

‘No’ is workers’ hell

The same week, Miliband
spewed out economically illiterate garbage about Labour “transforming the economy without
any increase in public spending”, in a tortured attempt to win
back some working class voters
whilst keeping sweet the middle
class swing-voters of so-called
Middle England.

And the following week, closer
to home, the Labour city council
in Glasgow went to court to get a
ban on peaceful protests called by
council workers’ unions outside
the City Chambers during workers’ lunch breaks or outwith their
shifts – after the same ‘people’s
party’ had refused bonus payments
for anti-social hours worked by
staff to make a success of the
Commonwealth Games.
That’s a taste of the ‘justice
with Labour’ we keep being
promised as a reward for voting
No in September!
Workers face a hellhouse if a
No vote is cast. The slaughter of
incomes through Universal
Credit. Attacks on young people’s housing benefits. Enforced
daily visits to JobCentres on pain
of escalating sanctions that drive
people into destitution. Attacks
on pensioners’ rights.
Savage cuts to jobs and wages
in the public sector, including revenge attacks on Scotland’s block
grant from Westminster. A drive to
spread student tuition fees north of
the border. Dismantling of the
NHS through the knock-on effect
of Westminster NHS cuts on a devolved Scottish NHS via the Bar-
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nett Formula. Increased use of
Zero Hours Contracts to brutally
maximize profits.
The destruction of a vast expanse of Scotland by fracking,
which the Tories have now authorised for about a third of our
land mass. And the squandering
of at least £1billion a year of
Scottish taxpayers’ money on
Trident weapons of mass destruction, instead of potentially
transforming childcare, education and elderly care.
A No vote is what should induce massive fear and insecurity,
not self-government. To spell out
this is not negative campaigning,
it’s telling the truth – before it’s
too late. In contrast, a Yes vote
would guarantee several things
to the working class majority.
Escape from dictatorship by the
Tories.
The chance to escape the
looming assaults on our incomes, rights and conditions.
The chance to shape Scotland’s
future, by sustaining the energy,
creativity and determination displayed by tens of thousands of
people who’ve participated in
Yes campaign events, and by
fighting in turn for a socialist
majority in the 2016 elections.

Yes opens left door

Those older generations who
were reared on the socialist aspirations of Labour and trade union
pioneers have the chance to see
those ideals pursued in an independent Scotland, where their
voice can count.
Young people raised to their feet
by the referendum campaign have
the chance to help build a genuinely democratic, inclusive, socialist Scotland that acts as an
international beacon.
And the SSP will remain as
steadfast in fighting for not just
independence but also socialism
after the referendum as we have
for the past 16 years. Join the
growing forces that reject the
dictatorship of capital, the dictatorship of the Tories, the dictatorship of Westminster. Our day
will come!
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Yes is people power vs the establishment
VOICES FOR YES
Isobel Lindsay

“IF SCOTLAND was a car,

what kind of a car would it
be?” was a question asked
in a BBC vox pops. One
man answered – “A halfbuilt Lamborghini”.
It wouldn’t have been my
choice of metaphor but we
all know what he meant.
Scotland’s potential is
great. Yes represents
people power versus the
British (and Scottish)
Establishment – corporate
power, media power, the
wealth elites, the military
elites, all the petty vested
interests around the
Westminster system.
Yes challenges all of that
and if we win, that people
power will not easily be
shoved back into a box
labelled apathy.
Scotland will not just be
open to change, to new

ideas: Scotland will expect
that change. Our political
parties will have to go with
a much more open,
participative and egalitarian
politics because this
campaign will have been
won by the activists on the
ground.
But it is also essential
that we get the message
across about the
consequences of a No vote.
A neighbour said to me –
“Any time I find myself
swithering, I think about

what it will be like if we
vote No.”
There is – and it’s not new
– a pent-up desire by some
people with power to bring
Scotland into line. Gordon
Brown was enraged when
Holyrood introduced free
personal care and did not
go along with the Blairite
university fee policy.
Andy Burnham, Labour
shadow health minister,
recently stated that he
wanted standardised health
structures throughout the

ISOBEL LINDSAY

UK, an indication of how
they are thinking.
Their agenda will not be
more powers for Scotland,
it will be clawing back
powers. The one ‘power’
they will give us is
increasing the amount we
have to raise through
income tax and using this
to cut the Barnett formula.
We will be given this
narrow tax base limited by
the large numbers of low
paid while Westminster
keeps National Insurance,
VAT, Corporation Tax,
Excise Duties, oil revenues,
etc. Without a huge effort, a
No vote will produce a
mood of depression, shame
and impotence – a nation
without the self-esteem to
govern itself.
But a Yes vote will give a
huge injection of adrenaline
into Scottish society and
Scottish politics.

‘If Scotland votes Yes, Edinburgh Zoo will
have to hand back the pandas to China’
Vladimir McTavish

A YES vote on 18 September
is vital. Hopefully it will allow
us to live in a country where
we’re not lied to by our
government. Successive UK
governments of various
persuasions have lied to the
Scottish people about a range
of subjects, from the Miners’
Strike, to the Poll Tax and the
Gulf War.
Currently, the subject they
are lying to us about is
Scottish independence.
During the past year, most
of the following claims have
been made by Westminster.
One or two, I’ve made up. See
if you spot the difference.
1. If Scotland votes Yes, an
independent Scotland will face

10

•

PHOTO: Craig Maclean

a pensions black hole. This is
bollocks. Because so few
people in Scotland live to be
older than 65, our pensioners
will be rolling in money if we
vote Yes. There has to be some
advantage in living in country
with the lowest life
expectancy in western Europe.

VLADIMIR McTAVISH
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2. If Scotland votes Yes, we
will no longer get the Gulf
Stream, so our winters will
become even colder.
3. If Scotland votes Yes,
Scotland will still be at war
with the USA. Yes, that’s true.
The treaty which ended the
American War of
Independence was signed by
the whole of the UK. So,
depending on whether we
became independent, we could
be fighting a war of
independence against a
country that is already
independent. That’s according
to an article in The
Independent.
4. If Scotland votes Yes,
Edinburgh Zoo will have to
hand back the pandas to
China.

5. If Scotland votes Yes, we
will no longer be able to access
large sections of the internet, as
we will not be able to connect
with websites or email
addresses ending in dot.co.uk
6. If Scotland votes Yes, you
won’t be able to receive phone
calls from England as the rest
of the UK will not know the
international dialling code for
Scotland.

• Vladimir McTavish will be
performing in AYE RIGHT?
HOW NO? The Comedy
Countdown to The
Referendum at The Assembly
Rooms, George Street,
Edinburgh during The
Edinburgh Fringe at 6.30pm
from Friday 1st to Sunday 24
August. See arfringe.com

‘It’s as though
a light switch
is flicked on’
VOICES FOR YES

Jean Urquhart,
Independent
Highlands MSP

MUCH HAS changed

since the signing of the
‘Edinburgh Agreement’ by
Alex Salmond and David
Cameron. If a week is a
long time in politics, then
getting the green light to
hold the referendum was
light years away.
Cameron and all of his
Westminster cronies of
whatever political colour,
are very keen to promise
devo max (just not enough
to have it on the ballot
paper at the time, although
many wanted that option).
Their collective promises
for a better deal with a No
vote won’t be worth the

JEAN URQUHART MSP
manifestos they’re written
on. Who believes this stuff?
The desperate visits
north (first Westminster
cabinet meeting in Scotland
for 90 years, first visit to
Shetland of a Prime
Minister for 34 years) by
more and ever more of the
Unionist MPs only shows
up their past disregard for
Scotland. Scotland taken
for granted and abused at
will. Never a priority until
the natives get restless.
Well, the natives are way
past being restless, and
more importantly, fed-up of
being patronised, cajoled,
bribed or love-bombed out
of their right to self
determination.
The notion of “living as
though in the early days of

a better nation” to quote
Alistair Gray is really
happening. With every
successive public meeting I
attend, the energy is
coming from the audience.
It’s as though a light
switch is flicked on and the
questions are about how
and when we can start to
make changes and not if
they are possible to be
made. Is it possible for a
nation to realise it’s own
collective strength? The
strength to vote itself out of
a broken, unrepresentative
and distant political
system?
I believe it will happen. I
believe that we will make
history on 18 September.
The world is watching as
we take the courage into

our own hands to really
make poverty history, to put
the country to work for the
people who live in it. If not
now, when?
Worth the risk – what
risk? Land of milk and
honey? Of course not, but
the opportunity to really
make a difference to all our
lives with a pencil is surely
irresistible?
The only time I have ever
agreed with David Cameron
was when he refused to
have devo max on the
ballot paper – I hope he
rues the day and we see a
massive majority in favour
of the chance of a better
future for all of our
children, grandchildren and
for the generations to
come.

policy along with
unjustifiable, unpopular
foreign wars and vast
spending on ever more
sophisticated weapons of
mass destruction.
All of this stemming from
the growth and spread of
neoliberalism in place of the
welfare state and
government responsibility
for full employment.
I have watched as whole
industries have been
destroyed along with the
communities that depended
upon them, and those who
defended them savagely

assaulted and characterised
as the ‘enemy within’.
As a public sector worker
and trade unionist, I have
witnessed (and fought
against) cuts, vast job loss
and the introduction of
ruthless business models
leading to the outsourcing of
services to global
corporations.
These horrors have
replaced the public service
ethos that once gave pride to
the workforce.
All of this made worse by
the casino capitalism of the
banks and the bailout we all

paid for to keep this rotten
system afloat.
Westminster rule by
whichever shade of Tory is
based on serving the
interests of the ruling classes
with elections focused on the
electoral mood of the
English Home County
middle classes. We could do
better in an independent
Scotland and we could bring
socialism back onto the
agenda. This would
ultimately benefit our
brothers and sisters in
England, Wales and
Northern Ireland.

We could bring socialism back onto the agenda and
benefit our brothers and sisters in the rest of the UK
Colin Turbett,
Chairperson, North
Ayrshire UNISON
(personal capacity)

THOUGH ENGLISH

born, I have spent all my
adult life in the West of
Scotland. Since then I have
voted in ten general elections,
less than half of which
resulted in governments
representing anything chosen
by Scottish voters.
During that time, I have
watched the UK become
synonymous with the slavish
adoption of US foreign
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VOICES FOR YES

Faslane worker on Yes
Chris, a Faslane worker

AS A socialist, I have nothing to vote for when it comes to
a general election. The choice is Tory or Labour, a Labour
Party committed to austerity, a Labour Party who refuse to
publicly back the unions, a Labour Party who – despite
public support – refuse to renationalise the railways. A
party of the left? A party of the workers? They can never be
trusted again.
We deserve better. We can be better. We are a proud,
welcoming, progressive people. We have the opportunity to
build a society built on inclusion, equality and social
mobility. We cannot achieve that as part of the UK, however
we may be able to do it in an independent Scotland.
Change will not come easily, it could take years, decades
even, but it will come. The benefactors will be our children,
who will grow up in a fairer society. They will look back on
our food banks and wonder why we tolerated it for so long.
We have been granted an unbelievable opportunity, an
opportunity to break free of the shackles of Westminster
and create something more. A socialist country, a nation
built by the workers, for the workers.
It will never emerge if we vote No. We’ll all be asked a
question on 18 September – Yes is the answer.

We need the powers
to change things
John Davidson, PCS Assistant Group
Secretary and YesPCS Organiser

I’LL BE voting Yes on 18 September because Scotland

deserves better than the rack and ruin on offer from Westminster.
As a child of the Thatcher years, I lived through the Poll Tax
and watched as our industries were destroyed.
Thirteen years in power saw New Labour abandon the
working class, by backing illegal military interventions in Iraq
and Afghanistan, increasing inequality, failing to lift anyone out
of poverty and privatising more jobs and services than
Thatcher and Major combined.
To improve the way things are we need the powers to
change them. Scotland only has one Tory MP yet we have a
Tory Prime Minister. Scotland believes that public services
should be delivered in the public sector yet Royal Mail is
privatised. Scotland wants to look after the poorest and most
vulnerable in society, yet we have the Bedroom Tax.
I’ve fought massive job cuts in the civil service and seen
hundreds of offices close and over 200 000 lose their jobs.
We can show that there’s a better way of doing things that
values people, develops our communities and distributes the
vast resources of our country fairly. We’ll be setting an example
to all nations that prosperity and equality are mutually inclusive.
I’ll be voting Yes as a means of transforming Scotland from
a low-pay, highly unequal society into one which we can all
play a part and receive a fair share in return. Workers deserve
better – on September 18 we can take the first step to make
that happen.
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FALKIRK HEARS
SOCIALIST INDY CASE

MEETING: Colin Fox, Sandra Webster, Stephanie Pride and Jim Sillars

by Stephanie Pride

THE SSP held its first public

meeting of the indy campaign in
Falkirk last week, and the terrific
response showed a genuine appetite for socialist ideas among
local people. About 75 people attended the meeting on ‘the socialist case for independence’, which
featured ex-SNP deputy leader
Jim Sillars, who gave a powerful
speech, and the SSP’s Colin Fox
and Sandra Webster, who were
equally well received.
As well as those who came and
contributed to a lively debate,
there were many more who
couldn’t make it but expressed
their support when we were out
leafleting in town. As well as the
Yes campaigners you’d expect
(and there are many of those in
the town centre every Saturday),
we had SNP and Labour supporters who wanted to see their own
parties adopt more left wing policies on issues like republicanism.

Better off with indy

In fact the only negative response we got when promoting the
meeting came from an irascible
resident who stormed out of his
house to insist I couldn’t read his
‘no junk mail’ instruction when he
got a leaflet through the door. (He
only succeeded in showing himself
up to the entire neighbourhood!)
At the meeting, which was
hosted by Falkirk Trinity Church
in the middle of the town centre,
Jim talked about how much better
off we’d be in an independent
Scotland if we had control of our

own oil industry among other
things, while Colin and Sandra
were equally passionate in putting
our case. One of the highlights for
me was Colin getting an extra
round of spontaneous applause
when I mentioned his role in securing free prescriptions (I think
he appreciated it too!).

Labour frustration

During questions from the floor,
two Labour supporters made clear
their frustration with Scottish
Labour – one of them roundly condemning the take-over of the party
by career politicians, including the
debacle that was the selection
process to replace Falkirk MP Eric
Joyce as a candidate in the next
general election. There were also
questions about the creeping privatisation of the NHS; whether the
next UK election would return the
most right-wing government ever,
and how this would affect Scotland; what were the alternatives to
a currency union post-independence; what would be the threats to
a post-independence, more leftleaning government in Scotland;
media bias in coverage of the referendum, and fears about job losses
from branches of the civil service
such as the CSA in Falkirk (one of
the town’s biggest employers).
After the meeting we had a lot
of donations and purchases at our
stall, and no less than 32 people
signed our contact list. We are
now confident of having enough
support to re-establish a strong
branch in Falkirk for the first time
in years. We hope for a good turnout to our first meeting in August.

by Bill Bonnar

THE ON-GOING conflict in

Ukraine took a traumatic twist
with the shooting down of a
civilian passenger airliner. This
was an appalling tragedy but it
was not, as has been claimed, a
war crime. For this to be the case
those responsible would have
deliberately targeted the aircraft
knowing full well what it was.
Instead the Russian rebels believed they were shooting down
a military aircraft probably on its
way to bomb towns in the region; something which had become a regular occurrence.
This is worth stating, not to
minimise the tragedy, but to expose much of the western response to this event. Contrast
this with what happened in the
same region just a few months
ago when a right wing Ukrainian
mob attacked a trade union centre with firebombs burning to
death more than 60 ethnic Russians trapped inside.

Hardly registered

The incident hardly registered
in the western media or with
western governments. Nor was
the Ukrainian government’s responsibility for the incident exposed. Western governments,
rather than contributing to a genuine peace process are actively
supporting the Ukrainian government in its conflict with predominantly Russian areas of the
country; their efforts enthusiastically supported most of the
western media.
It is worth recalling how we
got here. In February the elected
President Vicktor Yanukovych
was overthrown in a coup which
causing alarm in Moscow and
among the predominately Russian population in Crimea and
eastern Ukraine.
Russia believed its security
was being seriously undermined
and responded by annexing
Crimea and giving support to the
eastern provinces. In these
provinces ethnic Russians felt
increasingly threatened by

Capitalist failure at the
heart of Ukraine crisis
INTERNATIONAL

TRAUMA:
in the Ukraine, a woman and
child walk past the crash site of
the shot down passenger plane

events in Kiev and the rise of an
overtly Ukrainian anti-Russian
nationalist movement; often
with strong fascist undertones.
Their response varied from
demands for autonomy to splitting with Ukraine and joining
Russia. Several hundred thousands have fled across the border
while pro-Russian militias
seized control of key areas. The
response from Kiev has been to
launch a major military offensive against the rebels with the
bombing of civilian areas, large
numbers of fatalities and the
fleeing of entire communities.
Much has been made of
Moscow’s role in the conflict
with the assertion that they are
directing operations. This is far
from the truth.
The reality is that there is a
great deal of mutual suspicion
between the rebels and Moscow;
the rebels fearful that Moscow
will sell them out in an negotiated settlement that trades international
acceptance
of
Moscow’s annexation of Crimea
with abandoning east Ukrainian
Russians to their fate.
Moscow fears that the actions
of the rebels will scupper such
an international settlement.
Supported by western govern-

ments the Kiev government has
adopted a belligerent approach
launching a major military offensive against the East. Thousands have died or been injured
while hundreds of thousands
have been turned into refugees.
In part this has been driven by
the need to placate right wing
Ukrainian nationalist forces in
Kiev and a belief that there are
limits to what Moscow is prepared to do in defence of
Ukrainian Russians.
If there is to be a political solution to this crisis; the end
game must be the creation of a
federal structure within the
country that recognises the
rights and concerns of minorities and moves the country

away from an agenda driven by
competing nationalities.
While seeking to strengthen
Ukrainian sovereignty it needs to
recognise that this sovereignty
impacts of the security concerns
of Russia; irrespective of the nature of the regime in Moscow.
Above all else a recognition
that much of the crisis in postSoviet Ukraine is driven by a social and economic crisis which
has driven millions to look for
ethnic and nationalist solutions
to their problems instead of laying blame where it belongs; the
complete failure of post-independence capitalism.

Collapsed services

This has produced a society
characterised by poverty, inequality, collapsed social services, corruption and the
destruction of state institutions.
It has created an environment
where national and ethnic divisions have festered driven by reactionary nationalist movements
and an international situation
where western and Russian
strategic interests are clashing.
Resolving these social and
economic issues and by extension challenging the failed
Ukrainian capitalist state is central to any long term solution.

Join the SSP

Fill in this form and send it to: Scottish Socialist Party, Suite 370,
4th Floor, Central Chambers, 93 Hope St, Glasgow G2 6LD. Or phone:
07810205747. Or join the SSP online: scottishsocialistparty.org/join-us
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by Stephanie Pride

AS THE bombs continue to

fall on Gaza and the death toll
mounts, support for the besieged Palestinians is spreading throughout all sections of
society, not least among faithbased groups in Scotland.
Following the visit of Archbishop Theodosis of Sebastia
from the Orthodox Patriarchate
of Jerusalem, also known by
his own name, Atallah Hanna,
the Church of Scotland has
come as close as it ever has to
joining the boycott, divestment
and sanctions (BDS) movement against Israel.
In the week of his visit (1421 July), which was jointly
hosted by the Church of Scotland, the Scottish Palestine
Solidarity Campaign and other
groups, church leaders held
private talks with the outspoken cleric and “commended”
to their congregation a document calling for people to join
the movement.

Joint statement

In contrast to the “evenhanded” approach taken by
the BBC, which portrays both
sides as aggressors and vital
lifelines to the people of Gaza
as no more than conduits for
weapons, a joint statement by
the Church and Archbishop
Hanna laid the blame quite
squarely with the actions of
the state of Israel.
As reported by the Morning
Star, the joint statement also
suggested a strengthening of
the Church’s position since last
year’s resolution which said the
Kirk “should not be supporting
any claims by Jewish or any
other people to an exclusive or
even privileged divine right to
possess particular territory”.
The recently-installed minister of Dunblane Cathedral, Rev
Colin Renwick, has long campaigned for an end to the collective punishment of the
Palestinian people by the Israeli
state. Having recently returned
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ATALLAH HANNA:
‘The occupation must go, and
resistance is a right. Israel is the
occupier and you can’t blame
anyone else but the occupier.
PHOTO: Mick Napier/Stirling PSC

Archbishop puts
Israel in the dock

from a visit to Gaza, before the
current massacre, he said: “I
found more concentrated misery there than anywhere else in
the world. But it’s so wonderful
there’s a strong, courageous
committed community [of
peaceful resistance].”
As a much-admired church
leader, Archbishop Hanna,
who is charged with the care
of nearly 180,000 Palestinian
Christians across the West
Bank and Gaza Strip, had a
similar message of peaceful
resistance to the occupation,
but firmly rejected the suggestion that the military actions of
Hamas were “playing into” Israeli hands, or were partly “to
blame” for the current escalation of violence perpetrated by
the Israeli army.
Speaking through an Arabic
interpreter, he said: “Hamas is a
group of people who have
mixed opinions. Some prefer
the armed struggle, some the
peaceful. But the important
thing we have to focus on is that
the occupation must go, and resistance is a right. Israel is the
occupier and you can’t blame
anyone else but the occupier.”
While stopping short of endorsing violent resistance, he
continued: “[The Palestinians]
can’t be oppressed and do
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nothing... Gaza is the biggest
prison in the world. We ask Israel to lift the blockade so people can breathe fresh air.
“I remember the story of the
French queen who said ‘Let
them eat biscuits!’ [cake]. Well,
Gaza doesn’t have bread, biscuits, fresh water or most of
the main necessities people
need to survive...And now
many Palestinians are fasting
for Ramadan. When it’s time
to eat, they may not find food
or a glass of water to drink.”

Right of return

Asked his views on a singleor two-state solution, the Archbishop said he wanted a
united secular state of Christians, Muslims and Jews, in
which no faith group had the
upper hand, far less religious
extremists of any sort. And he
passionately believed in the
right of all Palestinians to return to their homeland.
A young Muslim woman in
the audience said she had always feared speaking out as
she might be seen as “supporting terrorists”. But she continued: “If we want justice and
peace, we have to be united
with Christians and Jews without being afraid. Christians are
also being discriminated

against. Britain created this situation, and I’d like to see
Britain do more to end it.”
She then added, quite unexpectedly and to loud applause:
“If Britain does not, I’ll be voting Yes!”
Archbishop Hanna is one of
the authors of the Kairos Palestine Declaration, which articulates the Palestinian Christians’
call for justice for all Palestinians and for international solidarity “in order to accelerate the
achievement of justice, peace
and reconciliation”.
He is also on record as criticising “Israeli attempts to present this conflict as a
Jewish-Moslem religious conflict”, noting Israel is increasingly “irritated by the growing
Christian voices raised on the
Palestinian issue”.
Long may they continue to
be raised, along with those of
other faiths and none.
• Archbishop Atallah Hanna
also spoke at public meetings
in Dundee and Glasgow, and
at last Saturday’s national
demonstration called by the
Scottish PSC in Glasgow. Rev
Colin Renwick was the
chaplain of Jordanhill School in
Glasgow for 17 years prior to
his appointment in Dunblane.

INTERNATIONAL

by Mick Napier,
Scottish Palestine
Solidarity Campaign

THE CURRENT Israeli mas-

sacre is simply the latest in what Israel calls ‘mowing the lawn’, i.e.
smashing up Gaza and its imprisoned population. These massacres
are only a part, albeit a highly visible part, of the Zionist programme
to ethnically cleanse Palestine of its
Palestinian inhabitants, whether
under open Israeli military occupation or citizens of Israel. The open
plan is to replace them with Jewish
immigrants from around the world,
Scotland not excepted.
All settler colonial regimes have
a built in propensity to massive violence against the natives being dispossessed, whether in North
America, Australia, Rhodesia or Israel/Palestine. One key aspect of the
Zionist colonising project in Palestine from 1918 till the present day,
one not unique to Zionism, is that
the subjection of the native people
to a draconian apartheid system
across the whole of Israel Palestine
is only a warehousing operation for
unwanted people until they can be
removed permanently.

Israeli barbarity

Many decent people enraged by
Israeli barbarity towards the Palestinian people, especially those who
know the history of serial Zionist
and then Israeli massacres that have
punctuated Palestinian history,
compare Israeli atrocities to those of
the Nazis, the latter being the seen,
rightly, as the epitome, of savagery.
In expressing rage at mass murder,
people reach into the reserves of
knowledge they have and deploy it.
The main problem with the ‘Israelis equals Nazis’ comparison is
that it ignores the genocidal sweep
of European history since 1492 with
its mass exterminations by Belgian,
Spanish, German, French, Portuguese and British Empire builders
and sustainers.
The million dead from the Irish
famine, or the much larger numbers
who perished in the famines in
British-controlled Bengal, including
the many millions there in 1943, are

GAZA MASSACRES HIGHLIGHT
URGENT NEED FOR SOLIDARITY

but a couple of examples. The true
comparison is between the violent,
genocidal colonial settler state of Israel and its many colonial parallels.
Noam Chomsky, for example,
meticulously researches the history
of violent Israeli ethnic cleansing
punctuated by intense violence
against those who resist. Ilan Pappe
does the same in his work, in The
Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine and
other works.
Benny Morris also lays bare the
history of Israeli ethnic cleansing
as a competent professional historian, he but concludes as a good
Zionist that it was most regrettable
that it didn’t go all the way, remove every single Palestinian and
replace them all with Jews.
Unless it is seen in the framework of a long term programme of
ethnic cleansing being carried out
by a colonial settler state, the situation in Gaza, the West Bank, and
also within 1948-67 Israel makes no
sense, for the same programme of
dispossession that drove most of the
population of Gaza from their
homes in present-day Israel and into
Gaza, is ongoing in every area of Israel Palestine, not sparing Palestinian citizens of Israel or the residents
of the West Bank.
The deputy Speaker of the Israeli
Knesset last week called for Gaza
to be smashed, occupied and popu-

lated with Jews. Socialists need to
come off the fence and abandon the
search for so-called balance. We
need to be unconditionally on the
side of the Palestinians struggling
for their freedom and opposed to the
settler colonial state of Israel.
States come and go; its people
that count and a state based on ethnic supremacy, that was born a settler-democracy after the vast bulk of
the native people were driven out
with great massacres does not deserve any support from those committed to political democracy, never
mind socialists who aim to go further and build a society based on
economic equality as well.

Awash with blood

There is a long history of British
support for anti-colonial struggles,
from Kenya to India and around the
world where the sun never set on
the British Empire and the blood
never dried on the ‘butcher’s apron’
that the Union Jack represented for
millions of colonial people denied
elementary political democracy.
Al Shifa Hospital in Gaza is
awash with blood as I write; the
shelling of Palestinian hospitals is a
long tradition of the Israel Army.
The violation and dispossession
of the Palestinian people and their
denial of democratic rights was a
joint British-Zionist project from its

issue 442

•

inception and Britain still supplies
key parts for the drones that have
been overflying Gaza daily for
years, the drones that identify, select
and kill Palestinians, both resistance
fighters, political figures and anyone in the vicinity. The UK also
sells parts for Israeli F-16s and other
weapons systems used to smash
Palestinian resistance and any semblance of a normal life.
If what has happened to Palestinians had happened to Scots,
many would have resisted and it
would have been pathological not
to resist. Those fighters in Gaza
stand in the tradition of all colonial
fighters against the invaders’ plans
for their disappearance and dispossession.
There may be time for reconciliation between Hebrew- and Arabic-speakers in the future. It is to
be hoped, but while the massacres
and ethnic cleansing continue, let
us not talk of peace and reconciliation but commit to support the
struggle of the Palestinian people
for their freedom through solidarity of every kind and, above all, by
answering the call from people
under the shells and bombs for a
comprehensive campaign of BDS
(Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions) against the state of Israel
until it concedes Palestinian human
and national rights.
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WITH JUST over six weeks to

go until referendum day, the SSP
have broken through the £30,000
mark in their independence
campaign appeal fund, we have
received support from all over
Scotland and from all walks of
life – from former mineworkers,
postal workers and local council
workers, from single parents,
pensioners and young first-time
voters, who all have supported
our campaign and helped build
the SSP positive campaign for a
Yes vote on 18 September.
The SSP campaign, in
conjunction with national and
local Yes and RIC campaigns,

have organised and taken part
in over 50 public meetings the
length and breadth of Scotland,
taking our vision of an
independent socialist Scotland
into working class communities
in every part of Scotland.
The public meetings, along
with street stalls and street work
and the regular door to door
canvassing either on our own as
the SSP or part of the wider
independence movement have
made a significant contribution
to a positive Yes vote.
Like the rest of the campaign,
our financial appeal needs one
big final push if we are to reach

our target of £50,000 which will
enable us to produce the
leaflets, posters and other
material we need in the final
weeks of the campaign.
That is why I am appealing
directly to you as a Voice reader,
member, supporter or friend of
the SSP to make a donation to
our independence appeal fund
and make your pledge or
donation today.
If you have already made a
donation to the appeal fund on
behalf of the SSP thank you it is
much appreciated by us, if you
have still to donate, please
make your donation today.

HOW TO PLEDGE AND DONATE MONEY

• Donate via your local SSP branch
• Send a cheque to ‘SSP Independence Appeal
Fund’ and return to Jim McVicar, SSP National
Treasurer, Suite 307, 93 Hope St, Glasgow G2 6LD
• Text 07810205747 with your pledge amount and
email address if you have one
• Bank transfer: SSP Appeal Fund Account, Co-op
Bank, Sort Code 08-92-99 / Account No. 65094637

• Paypal: jim.sspfinance@gmail.com
If you want to help with the appeal fund, or if
you need any more details, contact Jim McVicar
on 07810205747 or email:
jimmcvicar.scottishsocialistparty@hotmail.com

However you choose to pledge, please text Jim
the details so we can keep track of all donations.

ScottishSocialistVoice.wordpress.com
HOT OFF the pixels –

the Scottish Socialist
Voice is back on the web!
The Voice will deliver
the latest articles straight
to your computer, tablet or
smartphone.
Just go to the new
website to read a share
articles that give a voice
to SSP members, women,
working class Scots, left
wing indyref campaigners
and many more.

